
Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes, March 5, 2014 

Members Present:  Brian McNeill, Byron Giese, Stacy Lindahl, Leroy Noreen, Mike Johnson, Tom 

Simonson, Kathy Tweten, Deb Connolly, Mick Boone, Mark Grussing, George Tesch, Bill Hoberg and 

Pastor Paul. 

The meeting was called to order by President Brian at 7:30 p.m. following the Ash Wednesday Service 

Devotion:   Pastor Paul read from an article in the Lutheran Magazine on the meaning of the Celtic cross 

design. 

Pastor’s Report:  2 new families to join Trinity, First Communion is set for Maundy Thursday, 

Confirmation set for April 6th. 

 Additions:  Old Business; add new pastor update.  New Business; add chairs and designation of Thrivent 

dollars 

Reports: 

Church Council Secretary’s Report:  reviewed and accepted via email. 

Church Financial Secretary’s Report:  The financial secretary’s report for February was reviewed: Mick 

made a motion to accept the report, Leroy seconded the motion and it carried 

Church Treasurer’s Report:  The church treasures report for February was reviewed.  Balance as of 

2/28/14 at $17,308.56 is larger than normal because it includes funds that need to be transferred for 

endowment, 1st quarter commitment and food shelf.  Byron made a motion to accept the report, Stacie 

seconded the motion and it carried. 

Committee Reports: 

Altar Guild:  did not meet 

Board of Education and Youth:  did not meet, but reported that there will be no meal for the 

confirmation class this year and the youth are working on plans for Easter Breakfast. 

Outreach and Community Relations:  did not meet 

Property and Grounds:  did not meet, but report that the outlet by the grand piano has been installed.  

Stewardship committee:  did not meet 

 Endowment -  

Worship and Music:  did not meet   

   
  

Old business:  Glacial Ridge Conference is 1:30 this Sunday, March 9th in Glenwood at the Glenwood 

Lutheran Church.  Brian, Kathy and Pastor Paul plan to attend – there is room for 6 to attend. 

New Pastor Update:  The Sunday congregational vote has us moving forward to call Pastor Art Weiss.  

The letter of call has been signed and tentative start date is 5/1 with tentative installation by Pastor 

Pederson on 5/4. 

New business: 

Emergency preparedness:  Bill McGeary spoke at a recent ministerial meeting regarding town 

emergencies and what local churches could provide.  Byron will talk to Bill for further information. 

Camp Ministry:  Trinity has received a letter requesting funds for Luthercrest Bible camp in Alexandria.  

Currently we support the Green Lake Ministry as our church camp (Shores of St Andrew, Camphouse, 

and Two Harbors).  We moved to continue as we are with our focus on Green Lake Ministries. 



Campus Ministry:  discussed the idea of a Trinity representative who would be a connection between 

our youth who head for college and the campus ministry at their particular college.  Brian will put a note 

in the church bulletin for an interested volunteer.  This could also be an idea for a portion of our 

commitment dollars. 

Grief Support:  Kathy Tweten (through her work) is offering a community grief support class that will 

start at 6 pm March 10th and run for 6 weeks.  It was brought to our attention that there are also 

Caregivers support groups offered through Prairie 5 in Benson. 

SW MN Synod Assembly at St Peter - June 13 – 15th.  Trinity is looking for 2 delegates. 

Chairs:  Stored in the attic of the church are student desk chairs (20) and small pink youth chairs (6).  

Tom made a motion to sell the chairs at the craft and bake sale giving the money to the Sunday School.  

Mike seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

Thrivent Dollars:  When a Thrivent member designates Thrivent dollars to Trinity the amount goes into 

the general fund.  Council discussed running a notice in the bulletin that would alert Thrivent members 

to contact Pam if they would like to designate to specific account in Trinity.  

Council member: George Tesch announced an end to his council position because of job relocation to 

Phoenix, Arizona.  (First term expires Jan. 31, 2016) 

Advocacy Group:  Council talked about setting up a small group that that would act as an informal “go-

between” for our pastor and congregation.  We will put a notice in the bulletin to see response.  A 

possible member could be a recent call committee member.  Council will narrow the volunteers to a 

group of 3. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

March Newsletter articles are due by March 17th. 

The next church council meeting will be Wednesday, April 2nd at 7:30 after Lent Worship with committee 

meetings set for sometime before our meeting date. 

Check out your calendars to see if the June 13 – 15 SW MN Synod Assembly date works for you. 

Mick made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Tom seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned 

at 8:47 pm. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted subject to the Council’s approval, Deb Connolly 

 

 

 


