
Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes, June 4, 2014 

Members Present:  Brian McNeill, Byron Giese, Stacy Lindahl, Leroy Noreen, Mike Johnson, Tom Simonson, Kathy Tweten, 

Deb Connolly, Bill Hoberg and Pastor Art. 

The meeting was called to order by President Brian at 7:04 

Devotion:   Pastor Art read from a portion of next Sunday’s text.  Acts, Chapter 2 

Pastor’s Report:   Council watched a video “We are Church Together” produced by ELCA for the upcoming Synod 

Assembly on June 13-15.  Bishop Jon Anderson has provided a service to be led by lay people on June 15th and 

will also include this video. 

Pastor Harold Heinzig will lead worship and preside at communion on June 22 when Pastor Art is out of town for 

family obligations. 

Pastor Art informed us of the way our Sunday lessons are decided.  Right now we are on the revised common 

which is a 3 year cycle with a year of emphasis on each of the books Matthew, Mark and Luke.  Another way is 

the Narrative Lectionary which follows the school year and 4 year cycle emphasizing that the Bible is a story.  

The story starts in September with Genesis and runs through the Day of Pentecost.  At his last call in Lake Lillian 

they changed to this format and after 1 year they got feedback that the congregation liked it.   Pastor Art would 

like council to do homework reading (attached to the Pastor’s Report) and for the council to discuss this more at 

the next meeting. 

 Additions:  add to new business:  housing allowance resolution 

Reports: 

Church Council Secretary’s Report:  The May minutes were reviewed and accepted via email. 

Church Financial Secretary’s Report:  The financial secretary’s report for May was reviewed: Byron made a 

motion to accept the report, Tom seconded the motion and it carried 

Church Treasurer’s Report:  The church treasures report for May was reviewed.  We seem good and following 

the budget.  Checking balance is $11,179.67.  Mike made a motion to accept the report, Stacy seconded the 

motion and it carried. 

Committee Reports: 

Altar Guild:  did not meet 

Board of Education and Youth:  did not meet, but report that Vacation Bible Starts soon. 

Outreach and Community Relations:  did not meet 

Property and Grounds:  met and reports that the removal of the Asbestos in the kitchen, Fellowship hall and 

entry is $6,995.00 and replacement material in the same areas plus replacing a few bad steps is $7000.00 so the 

total job is roughly $14,000.00.  The committee presented a job/wish list to prioritize.  Byron made a motion to 

rank the projects list in the following order: gutters, repair flashing on north side of church, repair siding on 

south side of church, paint in sanctuary, repair thresholds in furnace room and sacristies, install drainage around 

south foundation, landscape, replace kitchen flooring, rekey church, fix attic door, insulate sanctuary, and 

parking lot.  Leroy seconded.  Discussion followed on the need for gutters on the church and it was decided to 

take them off as they’ve been broken and nonfunctional for several years.  Byron withdrew his first motion and 

amended the motion with a new order ranking the top 6 projects as follows:   drainage around south 

foundation, repair flashing on north side of church, repair siding on south side of church, landscape the church 

properties, fix and insulate attic door and repair the thresholds in the furnace room and sacristies.  He also 

stated that the grounds committee take these top six and either find a cost or be allowed to spend up to 

$2,000.00 to complete:  Leroy seconded and the motion carried. 



Orie Mills is currently working on a book shelf for the library in the Fellowship hall.  He asked if the mail slot to 

Pam’s office which he was trying to design around could be moved to the main entry door so the shelves work 

out.  Council approved. 

Stewardship committee:  did not meet 

 Endowment – did not meet 

Worship and Music:  no report 
   

Old business: 

Meet and greet with Pastor Art and Brenda went well.  There were 4 sessions with about 90 people attending.  

All attending enjoyed learning more about each other.  Pastor and Brenda said it was very helpful to learn more 

about us and our congregation. 

Next council meeting will be July 30th, 6:30 at Pastor Art’s home.  Email will come later with a food sign up and 

information on carpooling and departure time. 

Pastor Max Johnson had been approved to preside in a service at Trinity this summer.  Pastor Art will check will 

follow up with Max. 

Our church Parsonage built in 1960 by Trinity church men is 1150 square feet with a detached garage with 

screened room behind is valued at $84,300 for the buildings. The land is valued at $10,100 with a total value of 

$94,400.  The youth aren’t interested but the quilters have shown interest in using the parsonage.  Discussion 

was tabled until our next meeting. 

New business: 

It’s been 15 years since we’ve done a time and talent survey.  Think about ideas and suggestions to do this again.  

WELCA is providing coffee hour for the summer months giving our youth and families a break.  There is a sign up 

by the kitchen windows to serve.  Parents of youth have mentioned perhaps we could reinforce the importance 

of the top family on the list for that Sunday calling the rest for a reminder.  Another idea was to have Pam send 

coffee hour reminders on Friday by email. 

Housing Allowance is something Trinity has done before but we’ve not had it in the council minutes.  It doesn’t 

change how we pay, only how the money is allocated on the W2.  Leroy made a motion to declare up to 30% of 

Pastor Art’s base salary of $59,288.64 or a maximum of $17,765.59, as a housing allowance.  Tom approved and 

the motion carried. 

Lay service will need volunteers to read the service provided on June 15th.  Brian is willing and will check with 

Marlys. 

SW MN Synod Assembly has 2 offerings during the weekend gathering.  Stacy made the motion to give 2 - 

$100.00 offerings from our commitment.  (World Hunger/Bread Basket and a special offering for the House of 

Grace in Montrose, MN)  Leroy seconded and it carried. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

July Newsletter articles are due by the June 16th. 

Next Council meeting is July 30 at Pastor Art’s home.  Carpool at Trinity at 6pm 

SW MN Synod Assembly June 13-15 

Leroy made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Tom seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 

8:30. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted and approved by council by email, Deb Connolly. 
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