
September 7, 2014 – (13th Sunday after Pentecost, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Genesis 6:11-22; 9:8-17 

 

- Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence.  And God 

saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the 

earth.  And God said to Noah, "I have determined to make an end of all flesh; for the earth 

is filled with violence through them; behold, I will destroy them with the earth. – 

 

- And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant which I make between me and you and 

every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:  I set my bow in the cloud, 

and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  When I bring clouds over 

the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant which is between 

me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become 

a flood to destroy all flesh.  When the bow is in the clouds, I will look upon it and remember 

the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon 

the earth." - 

 

 Today we begin a new adventure.  Some of you may already have noticed it.  

Others of you might never have realized it.  Today we begin following the “Narrative 

Lectionary.”  Very simply, a lectionary is a schedule for choosing the readings we use 

each week for our Sunday worship.  This lectionary was put together in response to a 

request from a number of congregations.  They wanted a way to focus on the entire 

story of the Bible.  It begins each year on the first Sunday of September with a story 

from the book of Genesis related to the creation.  Then it moves on through the Old 

Testament, touching on major themes from the patriarchs to the prophets and pointing 

forward to the birth of Jesus at Christmas.  From then until Easter, it will focus on the 

story of Jesus as told in the Gospel of Matthew.  Then, after Easter, it picks up the story 

of the early church in the book of Acts and includes a bit from some of the New 

Testament letters, ending with the story of Pentecost.  

 

 Now, here is something interesting about focusing on the entire story of the Bible.  

When we read the story of the Bible from beginning to end, we realize rather quickly 

that though God intended that the creation should be perfect, the world in which we 

live is much less than God intended it to be.  Let me show you with this copy of the 

Lutheran Study Bible.  These are the pages that tell the story of God and God’s people 

from Genesis through Revelation (most of the book).  These are the pages where 

everything is going good (the first two pages).  Here, after two chapters, things start to 

go badly (on page three).  And here, just a few pages later, God gets so fed up with 

how things are going that God resolves to wipe it all out and start over.  All the rest of 
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this is the story of God and God’s people with an emphasis on what God is doing to try 

to restore the creation to what God originally intended.  But at this moment, what the 

creation needs, in God’s opinion, is a giant eraser, a complete reboot, a new 

beginning.  So, let me read a few words for you that just precede the passage you 

have already heard as a part of our first lesson for today: 

 

 The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and 

that every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually.  And 

the LORD was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his 

heart.  So the LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of 

the ground, man and beast and creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry 

that I have made them."  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.  

 -- (Gen. 6:5-8) 

 

From there on, you know the story.  God orders Noah to build a boat, a really big boat, 

450’ long, 75’ wide and 45’ high, with three decks and room for eight people and two 

of every kind of creature that crawls, creeps, slithers, jumps, walks, runs or flies upon 

the earth.  That’s a lot of creatures – bugs, worms, amphibians, reptiles, mammals and 

birds – only the swimmers are going to be safe from what is about to happen.  Noah 

loads them all up on the boat, along with himself, his wife, their three sons and their 

three wives.  He takes enough food to keep them fed for a long, long time, closes up 

the door and waits.  Then God sends the rain. It rains and rains and rains.  For forty days 

and forty nights it rains.  The water falls continuously from the skies.  It gushes up from 

under the earth.  It pours forth from every source until all the world is covered in water.  

Essentially, except for the water-dwellers and the passengers on the boat, God has 

turned everything backward to the third day of creation.  God is about to once again 

“let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 

appear.”  On the boat, Noah, his family and the creatures wait.  They wait and wait 

and wait, until the dry land appears and it is safe for them to leave the ark.  Then 

creation is ready to begin again.  New life is ready to spring forth.  God orders them all 

to “go forth, to be fruitful, to multiply and to fill the earth.”  Everything is ready for a fresh 

start. 

 

 Perhaps that would be enough, except for how quickly things can deteriorate.  

You saw before how few pages of the entire story in the Bible are dedicated to the 

time of God’s good creation.  Turn just one more page and the new creation is again 

being corrupted by sin.  It happens that fast.  Human beings, no matter how much 

favor they have found in the eyes of God, cannot be relied upon to keep the creation 
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free from the destructive forces of sin.  The fall has been that great.  The infection is too 

severe.  The sickness is so powerful.  Humanity cannot avoid its effects.  God must take 

things into God’s own hands.  So, the story ends with a promise, with the first of God’s 

covenants, this one made with all of God’s creation.  Never again!  Never again shall 

God use the waters of a flood to destroy all the earth.  Never again shall God use the 

rains from above and fountains from below to try to purge humanity of all its sinfulness.  

God will find another way.  That’s what all the rest of the story is about.  It’s about God 

finding a new way to deal with human sinfulness.  Ultimately, God will find it in the 

person of Jesus Christ and his innocent suffering and death, but that is a story for 

another day.  In the meantime, God leaves us a beautiful sign of God’s promise, the 

rainbow.  It is to be a reminder, a reminder to us of God’s grace.  And, more 

importantly, a reminder to God of God’s promise, that the waters shall never again 

become a flood to destroy all the earth.  And that’s a promise we can count on.  It’s 

God’s promise.  And we have seen its sign. 

        Amen. 


