
September 21, 2014 – (15th Sunday after Pentecost, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Genesis 39:1-23 

 

- The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man; and he was in the house of 

his master the Egyptian, and his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD 

caused all that he did to prosper in his hands…But the LORD was with Joseph and showed 

him steadfast love, and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.  And the 

keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's care all the prisoners who were in the prison; 

and whatever was done there, he was the doer of it; the keeper of the prison paid no heed 

to anything that was in Joseph's care, because the LORD was with him; and whatever he 

did, the LORD made it prosper. - 

 

 Truth be told, Joseph has some difficult choices to make.  Sold into slavery by his 

jealous brothers, shall he nurse a grudge and plot revenge, or make the best of it and 

prosper despite his difficult surroundings?  Caught in a compromising circumstance, 

shall he betray his personal values and give in to the wishes of a powerful woman, or 

remain faithful to his master and his own set of beliefs?  Unjustly thrown in prison, shall 

he sulk in anger over his terrible misfortune, or apply his tremendous skills to improve 

the lives of all his fellow inmates?  Which shall it be?  Give in to the temporary, the 

simple, the easy, the natural, the normal; or, patiently hold on to what is important by 

doing the hard thing, the complicated, the difficult, the extraordinary, and the godly?  

That’s the choice that Joseph has to make, and he has to make it repeatedly 

throughout his life. 

 

 Of course, Joseph is no ordinary individual.  He is the eleventh son of twelve, the 

first by his father’s most beloved wife, and his father’s favorite.  He is extraordinarily 

gifted and highly skilled.  He excels at the interpretation of dreams.  And he believes 

that, despite his low position in the family pecking order, he is destined to rule over his 

brothers, his parents, and most all of their world.  Because he is the most beloved of his 

father, he is given a coat, made of many colors, with long sleeves, a garment fit much 

more for a king than for a shepherd.  Alas, the coat and the dreams are too much for 

his brothers.  He is stripped of his garment, thrown into a pit and sold to slave traders 

headed for Egypt.  They take Joseph and sell him to a man named Potiphar, an officer 

in Pharaoh’s army, the captain of the guard in the royal court.  And here is the first of 

Joseph’s choices – languish or succeed?  Plot revenge or prosper in a difficult 

situation?  Fortunately, Joseph is not alone in his decision making.  We are told that 

“the LORD was with Joseph,…and that the LORD caused all that he did to prosper in his 

hands.”  Though the decision was Joseph’s to make, the result was not his doing.  It 
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was a blessing from God, for God had chosen Joseph to be the one through whom 

God would bring the promise made to Abram, in our reading for last week, into ever 

greater reality.  He would be blessed to be a blessing.  God had said to him, “I will 

bless you,” and “I will bless those who bless you,…and by you all the families of the 

earth shall bless themselves.”  This is Joseph’s purpose.  He may not yet know it 

completely; but, he is already beginning to carry out the mission that God has given 

him to be a blessing for the entire world.   

 

 At the heart of our story is an incident that reads like an episode out of any of the 

best made-for-television dramas of our modern times.  In the house of the rich and the 

famous, the high and the mighty, the powerful and the privileged, dwells a woman, 

Potiphar’s wife, who has too much time on her hands.  She shows herself to be a 

woman who wants what she likes and likes what she sees.  And what she sees is 

Joseph.  When he resists her invitations, her anger boils over.  She is a woman who is 

used to getting her way.  She doesn’t like hearing the word “no.”  So, she seizes 

Joseph’s coat (again it is the coat that gets him in trouble) and uses it to falsely accuse 

him of wrongful intentions.  Joseph is innocent.  He has made his choice.  He has 

remained faithful, to his master, to his values and to his God.  “How then can I do this 

great wickedness,” he asks, “and sin against God?”  Potiphar, having no choice but to 

defend his wife’s honor, rewards Joseph’s faithfulness by having him thrown in prison.  I 

guess no one ever said that being blessed to be a blessing would be easy! 

 

 In prison, Joseph has a third decision to make.  Shall he sulk and lick his wounds 

over his misfortune, or shall he apply his skills toward improving his life and the lives of 

his fellow prisoners?  Again we are told that “the LORD was with Joseph, and showed 

him steadfast love…and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper.”  Such are the 

promises of the Lord.  Though we may fail in our faithfulness, though we may have 

reason to feel discouraged, though we may suffer from all kinds of injustices, the Lord 

will not let us down, the Lord will not give up on the promise, the Lord will not fail.  The 

Lord did not fail Joseph in prison.  Once again, he gains favor.  Once again, he is put in 

charge.  Once again, he uses his skills to attract the attention of those above him.  He 

uses his gift for interpreting dreams to attract the attention of the Pharaoh.  When he 

interprets Pharaoh’s dreams, he is able to save the world from eventual starvation.  He 

is indeed truly a blessing for all the earth.  But, that is a story for another day.  For 

today, let us say, “God is faithful…all the time.  And all the time…God is faithful.” 

            Amen. 


