
October 12, 2014 – (18th Sunday after Pentecost, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Joshua 24:1-15 

 

- "Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the 

gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.  Now if 

you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 

your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose 

land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord." - 

 

 Today we need to take a real leap.  We need to take a leap because we have 

jumped over a lot of the story since last week.  We have left out the entire forty years of 

wandering in the wilderness.  We have left out all the encounters with the other people 

along the way.  We have left out the story of Moses’ look at the Promised Land from the 

top of Mt. Nebo and his disappointment at not being able to take his people all the 

way to their final destination.  We have left out the story of Joshua and Caleb’s 

faithfulness and their courage in going to spy out the land of Canaan.  We have left out 

the miraculous crossing of the river and the many battles involved in conquering the 

land.  Basically, we have left out everything in the story, right up to the end of Joshua’s 

life and his deathbed challenge to the tribes of Israel.  We’ve left it all out, so we just 

have to take a leap from the foot of Mt. Sinai in Egypt, all the way to Shechem in the 

land promised to Abraham, to a place north of Jerusalem, between the mountains of 

Ebal and Gerizim.   

 

 We have to take a leap because today we are being challenged by Joshua to 

choose with whom our loyalties will lay.  Will we choose the God of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob, or will we choose the myriad of other gods who occupy the world in which 

we live?  So, here is his challenge to the people of Israel.  After reviewing all the 

wonderful things God has done for the people, he says, “Choose this day whom you 

will serve, whether [it be] the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the 

River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living, [or the God who has so 

blessed you with everything you have needed in all these past years];…[because 

today you have the opportunity to choose who you will follow]; but, as for me and my 

household, we will serve the Lord.”  As we read on in chapter 24, we see that the 

people are ready with their answer.  They respond, “Far be it from us that we should 

forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our 

ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those 

great signs in our sight.  He protected us along all the way that we went, and among 

all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the 
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peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land.  Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for 

he is our God.” 

 

 You would think that such a statement of faith would be sufficient, that it would 

please Joshua to know that this people, whom he has led, is of one mind with him as to 

the one in whom they will put their faith; but, Joshua does not seem pleased at all.  

Immediately, he goes on to tell them that their decision is all well and good, but that 

he knows they will not be able to do it.  They will not be able to carry through on their 

promise.  They will not be able to follow through during all the days that are to come.  

I’m not sure that I would have employed the same strategy.  Throughout my years of 

guiding confirmation students toward their day of confirmation and that great 

occasion when we expect them to make a statement of commitment to their faith, I 

have always been more hopeful, but possibly less certain.  My strategy has been to 

accept the sincerity of their statements and hope for the best.  They are not alone in 

their commitments.  They will still have parents and families and neighbors and friends 

and the spirit of God to lead them into a deeper and fuller relationship in the future, 

even when I no longer have any influence over them or their decisions.  Joshua holds 

out no such hope for the future.  He is certain that the people will fail.  They will not 

grow in faith.  They will lose their faith.  They will make bad decisions.  They will follow 

after other gods.  They will pursue those things which will not ultimately give them life.  

And when they do, Joshua tells them, God will be ready to punish them for their lack of 

faith, to refuse to forgive them for their infidelity and to destroy them for their betrayal 

of God’s covenant.   

 

 All of this results in the people proclaiming even more vehemently that “[they] 

will serve the Lord.”  What I think is going on here is that Joshua knows that it will not be 

easy.  The life of faithfulness is hard and the world is full of distractions and schemes 

and false claims that hold out hope for an easier way, for a fuller life, for a quick fix 

and for a simpler solution.  It will take much more than just one commitment to resist 

the temptation to follow after other gods.  It will take repeated promises, day after day 

after day, to make our life choices stick.  We know this from our experience with 

marriage, which is the covenant relationship with which we are most familiar.  

Weddings are wonderful.  They are days filled with hope and with promise.  But 

weddings are not the same as marriages.  And marriages take daily, ongoing 

commitments, on behalf of both people involved, if they are going to work.  We know 

that.  You know that.  And I know that.  And when marriages fail, we are all saddened 

to think that such commitments do not always work out.  Faith commitments are like 

that too.  They also take daily, repeated and ongoing commitments to be successful.  
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Every day, we need to choose.  Every day, we need to decide.  Every day, we need to 

make a new commitment to how we are going to respond to God’s grace.  I was very 

impressed on Friday while attending the funeral for Miriam’s father, Myron, when it was 

mentioned that he had recently attended the baptismal service for his great-grandson, 

the fiftieth member of his immediate family to receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism.  

That is the result, I am certain, of the kind of commitment that Joshua is trying to instill in 

the people of Israel.  It is one that takes seriously the daily commitment that says, “As 

for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”   

 

 It’s not a matter of choosing God.  God has already chosen us, by grace, 

through the suffering, death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and in the waters 

of baptism poured over our heads as we are adopted as children into God’s family.  

But it is a choosing of how we will respond, how we will follow, whether we will remain 

faithful to the God who has promised us so much.  And, of course, as Joshua would 

have predicted, we will all fail.  We will all fall short.  We will never be perfect in our 

response.  We are human and God knows that too.  God would indeed eventually 

punish the people of Israel for their lack of faithfulness; but, God would never turn 

away from them completely.  God remains faithful.  God remains true.  God will fulfill 

God’s promises.  So, today we need to take a real leap.  It is a very big leap.  It is the 

kind of leap that Danish Lutheran philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard, would call “a leap 

of faith,” for Joshua is challenging us to choose today whom we will serve.  He could 

be confident in his commitment.  He had a track record, a lifetime of faithful responses 

to God’s provision of grace.  He knew what he was talking about; so when he said, “As 

for me and my house, we will serve the Lord,” we can take him at his word.  He meant 

it and he would follow through.  As to the peoples’ commitment, well, that remains to 

be seen.  As for us, we can only continue the struggle, each and every day, 

remembering what God has already done for us, and being assured, that the 

covenant is in God’s hands, and God will not fail us. 

          Amen. 


