
October 19, 2014 – (19th Sunday after Pentecost, Mat) 

Sermon Text – 2 Samuel 12:1-9; Psalm 51:1-9 

 

- Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, "As the Lord 

lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; he shall restore the lamb fourfold, 

because he did this thing, and because he had no pity."  Nathan said to David, "You are 

the man! ...Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? - 

 

 A friend of mine recently travelled to Italy.  Among the places on her itinerary 

was the city of Florence.  While there, she did what any, good, modern-day traveler 

would do.  She took a “selfie,” a picture of herself, standing in front of the most famous 

inhabitant of that fine city, Michelangelo’s statue of David.  There he is, looming over 

her shoulder, in all his magnificent perfection, still larger than life and just as glorious 

and beautiful as ever, since the time he was first carved from a seventeen foot tall 

block of Italian marble.  It is perhaps this artistic image of David that most of us think of 

when we want to remember the greatest king in the history of Israel.  For the most part, 

at least up until this point, the Biblical story has depicted David as being perfect.  When 

we first meet him as a young shepherd boy, tending the sheep of his father’s flocks, he 

is described as someone who was “ruddy” and “handsome” and who had “beautiful 

eyes.”  In the course of only a short time, Samuel anoints him to be the next king.  He 

slays a giant.  He impresses the current king.  He befriends the king’s son.  He shows 

musical talent by singing songs and playing the harp.  And he speaks with authority 

and writes wonderful poetry.   

 

 Everything about him seems perfect, and then he becomes king.  Now, the 

prophet Samuel had warned the people that having a king would not be as great as 

they thought it would be.  A king would take from them what was theirs because, 

according to Samuel, that’s what kings do.  They take from their subjects – their sons, 

to be soldiers and workers and builders; their daughters, to be perfumers and bakers 

and cooks; their fields, their vineyards, their orchards, their produce, their animals and 

their slaves.  The king will take everything because the king has power and wealth and 

control.  And though David seems perfect, even he will be susceptible to the tempta-

tions of power.  On a beautiful spring day, when kings usually go off to war, David 

decided to stay home.  He notices something nearby that belongs to his neighbor and 

decides to take it for himself.  When his indiscretion threatens to reveal itself, he plans a 

cover up, which fails badly, and he then compounds his first mistake by taking his 

neighbor’s life.   
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 Even then, all might be well, were it not for Nathan.  Nathan is a teller of truth, but 

speaking truth to power is not easy.  He approaches David with the story you have 

already heard, about a rich and powerful man, who refuses to take from his own 

abundance to serve his guests; but, instead, takes from his neighbor his one, dear 

possession to provide for the hospitality required of him.  It is a grave injustice.  And 

David recognizes the wrong.  He condemns the man in the story without hesitation.  

Because of his lack of compassion, says David, he deserves to die, and he must 

restore what he has taken fourfold.  Only then, after David has pronounced his own 

judgment, does Nathan dare to speak the truth.  He says to David, “You are the man! 

…You have despised the word of the Lord and done what is evil in his sight.”  And 

perfect David admits his sin.  He confesses his mistake.  He acknowledges his 

wrongdoing.  And he is forgiven.  God’s covenant remains.  He is God’s chosen.  But 

he must pay a price.  Ignoring God’s word has consequences, even for a king.  The 

child to be born will die, and David is much grieved.   

 

 None of us is perfect.  We know that.  Some of us wish that we were.  Some of us 

try to be perfect.  And some of us like to pretend that we are.  But we are not.  Our sins 

may not be as obvious as David’s; but, wanting, taking, having and possessing are 

desires to which all of us are susceptible.  We want what is not ours.  We are willing to 

take whatever we can get.  We wish we could have far more than we will ever need.  

And we are willing to possess everything we can, even at the expense of our 

neighbors.  No, our sins are not so obvious, but we are far from perfect.  And the Ten 

Commandments, the provisions of God’s covenant, function like a mirror for us, 

showing us our sin, in the same way that Nathan’s story revealed David’s own 

sinfulness to himself.  And then, once we see ourselves as we truly are, we are driven 

by God’s law to seek God’s forgiveness.  For David, it is this moment, when he is driven 

to the deepest and darkest level of his despair, that he comes closest to reaching the 

state of perfection.  As he acknowledges his sin, as he confesses that he has done 

wrong, as he repents and turns his life again to God, as he accepts responsibility for his 

actions and pre-pares to bear the consequences, he begins to move closer to 

becoming the person that God had intended him to be.  “Have mercy on me, O God,” 

he cries out in the words of Psalm 51, “wash me thoroughly…and cleanse me from my 

sin.”   

 

 “Confession is good for the soul,” we say, and there is something very liberating 

about that.  The effect of confession is to restore us to relationship with God.  It is to “let 

God be God” and to admit that we are a part of God’s creation.  If there is one thing 
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we might learn from these stories in the Old Testament, it is that it is only God who can 

set us free.  Only God can save us.  Only God can forgive us all our imperfections.  

Only God can restore us to our rightful place as God’s chosen people.  That is why 

confession is so good for us.  It opens us up to receive God’s mercy.  It makes it 

possible for us to accept God’s forgiveness.  And it prepares us to live again as God’s 

beloved children.  As we come to gather at God’s table, let us remember today, that 

we are made perfect only as the body of Christ, and only through his innocent 

suffering and death. 

     Amen. 


