
October 26, 2014 – (20th Sunday after Pentecost/Reformation Sunday, Mat) 

Sermon Text – 1 Kings 3:4-28 

 

- And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 

although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  And your servant 

is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they 

cannot be numbered or counted.  Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to 

govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your 

great people?" - 

 

 If you could ask God for anything you wanted, what would it be?  Would you ask 

for riches?  Maybe not as much as you might get from winning the lottery – you know 

how dangerous that might be – but enough to make it possible for you to feel happy 

and secure about your life.  Or would you ask for good health?  I imagine that might 

be a popular choice.  Who doesn’t want a life that’s free from pain and suffering and 

filled with the kind of wholesome activity that results from having a sound mind and a 

healthy body?  Or would you ask for power?  Would you like the ability to change your 

circumstances and control the future?  Would you dream of a life of leisure accom-

panied by a bevy of servants to fulfill your every need?  Or would you ask for fame?  

They say we’ll all get our fifteen minutes whether we want them or not; but, I mean real, 

lasting, long-term, everybody-knows-your-name kind of fame, so that you know you’ll 

always be remembered.  Or would you ask for something else?  Maybe you have 

something so specific to you that no one else would every guess what you want, but 

you do want it and that’s the very thing for which you would ask.  Whatever it might be, 

ponder that for a moment.  If you could ask God for anything you wanted, what would 

it be? 

 

 In our reading for today, we hear that Solomon had exactly that opportunity.  

Our text tells us that God came to Solomon in a dream and said to him, “Ask what I 

should give you.”  Now, Solomon, we have to remember, was a young king.  He was 

the second son of David and Bathsheba, who succeeded his father on the throne, only 

after a very ugly and bloody struggle among his older brothers.  And Solomon was 

destined to have almost everything that I have mentioned.  He was to be a very 

wealthy man.  He lived a long and healthy life.  He exerted great power and influence 

over much of the world around him.  And he became quite well known for any number 

of reasons, all of which we might remember today.  But none of those are the thing for 

which Solomon asked.  Instead of wealth, health, power or fame, Solomon asked for 

an “understand-ing mind to govern [God’s] people,” and the ability “to discern 

between good and evil.”  In other words, he asked for wisdom, what some translations 

refer to as a “listening heart,” so that he might know how to rule his kingdom more 

effectively.   
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 It was a wise choice.  And it pleased God.  In the portion of the text omitted in 

our reading, it says that because he did not ask for other things, but for an “under-

standing mind,” God promised to give him, not only the wisdom he was seeking, but  

everything else as well.  Because of his wise choice, he would become one of the 

richest, longest living, most powerful and most famous king of all time.  One commen-

tator has likened Solomon’s choice of wisdom to the quest of the three characters 

Dorothy meets along the yellow brick road in the “Wizard of Oz.”  The scarecrow seeks 

a brain, but he is already quite smart.  The Tin Man wants a heart, but he already shows 

great compassion.  The Lion looks for courage, but he is already the bravest of them 

all.  Solomon seeks wisdom, but that only demonstrates that he is already wise.    

 

 The story of the two women and their dispute over which baby belongs to whom 

is a demonstration of Solomon’s wisdom.  His insight into human nature is what keeps 

this from being a case of one mother’s word against another.  If the case is really 

about which mother’s baby is living and which mother’s baby has died, then Solomon 

knows that the baby’s real mother will seek to protect the life of the child.  All he has to 

do is threaten the life of the living child and its mother will show her true colors.  That 

fact is only confirmed by the continued callousness of the other woman, who insists, in 

effect, that if she cannot have the child, then no one should have it.  Solomon is able 

to resolve the dispute with such simple ease and clear justice that his reputation as a 

wise king continues to spread among the people; and, with it, his wealth increases.  He 

builds an opulent palace.  He builds the temple.  He builds the nation.  And he governs 

peacefully.  He is a wise king, at least as we begin his story.  In the end, even a wise 

king will make some mistakes.  For now, he has everything that he, or we, might 

possibly want:  wisdom, wealth, power, fame and long life, all because he sought, not 

his own selfish desires, but a gift that would serve the needs of his people and help him 

to be able to better govern them.   

 

 It is a lesson we might do well to remember on this Reformation Sunday.  If we 

are to be God’s people to the best of our ability, then we also need to seek God’s 

wisdom as our greatest desire, for a “reforming” church is always a church that is 

ready to examine itself, to remember who we are and whose we are, and to question 

our motives, our beliefs and our understandings.  To do so, we need the gift of wisdom.  

We need an understanding mind.  We need a listening heart.  We need to constantly 

be in touch with the source of our being.  And we need to ask God to lead us into the 

wisdom we need to make wise decisions, so that we might become the people God 

has intended us to be and show forth God’s justice and mercy to all God’s people. 

            Amen. 


