
Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes, October 1, 2014 

 

Members Present:  Brian McNeill, Byron Giese, Stacy Lindahl, Leroy Noreen, Mike Johnson, Kathy Tweten, Deb 

Connolly, Mick Boone, Mark Grussing, Bill Hoberg and Pastor Art. 

The meeting was called to order by at  

Devotion:   Pastor Art read from Genesis 12 – followed by ideas from a book written by Brian McLaren 

Pastor’s Report:  Confirmation students and parents met September 10th and approved the schedule of classes for 

the rest of the year, culminating with Confirmation Sunday for the 9th grade students on May 3, 2015.  Classes started 

September 17.  Pastor Art and Brian McNeill will be attending the Bishop’s Gathering event on Monday, Oct 20th at 

Peace Lutheran in Cold Spring.  This is one of four gatherings to be held in our synod to help congregations feel more 

connected and served by our synod – being a better synod together.  Our new Insurance system for Pastor Art is 

showing a substantial increase and needs a decision by October 17th.  The finance committee will meet October 8 to 

talk about options with a special council meeting October 12th after the church service to vote on a decision. 

 Additions:  none. 

Reports: 

Church Council Secretary’s Report:  September minutes were reviewed and accepted via email. 

Church Financial Secretary’s Report:  The financial secretary’s report for September was reviewed: Byron made a 

motion to accept the report, Leroy seconded the motion and it carried. 

Church Treasurer’s Report:  The church treasurer’s report for September was reviewed.  Chairs for the Sunday school 

rooms were purchased from Worthing Direct and paid for out of the Sunday school budget ($1,518.80).  

Commitment is a bit more than ¾ paid.  Mike made a motion to accept the report, Stacy seconded the motion and it 

carried. 

Committee Reports: 

Altar Guild:  did not meet  

Board of Education and Youth:  Mike reported that all is going well for the Sunday school program.  Laura 

Hulterstrum will meet with our Tides youth group on October 12 to talk about the mission trip she went on last 

summer to Africa.  November 2 is the Tides potato bake.  Decorating for Christmas will be December 7th after the 

Advent Tea program.  Thank you to John Connolly/State Bank of Danvers who donated gently used computer screens 

to the Sunday school computer lab and removed and paid for the recycling of the old screens. 

Outreach and Community Relations: did not meet  

Property and Grounds:  Is still waiting for the proper sump pump that was special ordered to arrive before anymore 

outside work can be done. 

Stewardship committee:  did not meet 

 Endowment -  

Worship and Music: did not meet 

   
  

Old business:  none 

New business: 

Glacial Ridge Conference dues:  for the last 10-12 years Trinity has paid $72.00 per year.  At the March 10, 2013 

Assembly it was voted on to pay $1.00 per confirmed member beginning in 2014.  Pastor will ask for an explanation 

of this increase at his meeting tomorrow.  Council will wait for information and decide at our November meeting. 

Mission Trip:  Tides leader, Marlene Giese typically plans the mission trips for Trinity youth through Youthworks.  

While this is a good program she is not happy with the structure and sees that our youth don’t make new friends 

while on the mission trip.  Marlene is currently looking into planning our own mission trip to Colorado Springs staying 

at an ELCA church working at a soup kitchen and with Habitat for Humanity in the area.  Other possible ideas through 



council discussion were to plan a trip one year and the next year stay in our own town at our own church doing 

mission work in our area.  We could promote our church if we do an awesome job in our community.  Mike made the 

motion to give Marlene free reign to schedule a mission trip with her own planning and if it doesn’t work to her 

expectations to then go back through Youthworks.  Mark seconded and the motion carried.  Thanks again to 

Marlene, Julie and the group that works with Trinity youth for their great work. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

November Newsletter articles are due by the October 20th. 

The next church council meeting will be Wednesday November 5th with committee meetings at 6:30 and council at 

7:00. 

Mick made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Leroy seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 7:47 pm. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted and Council approved, Deb Connolly 

 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes, Sunday October 12, 2014 

 

Special Meeting purpose:  Insurance for Pastor Art 
 

Members Present:  Brian McNeill, Mark Grussing, Byron Giese, Leroy Noreen, Kathy Tweten, Deb Connolly, Mick 

Boone, and Pastor Art. 

 

The special meeting was called to order by President Brian McNeill at approximately 10:05 AM 

 

The finance committee and Pastor Art met Wednesday October 8th to go over Insurance possibilities for Pastor.  They 

brought a Salary/Benefits Comparison printout to today’s meeting showing current insurance (2014-Gold) and two 

choices for 2015 (2015 – Gold and 2015 – Silver + A).  The gold plan shows a 5% increase while the silver shows a 

3.9% increase and a health savings account that carries over year to year.  Both the finance committee and Pastor Art 

recommended that the council choose the 2015-Silver plan.  Mick made the motion to go with the Silver plan if that 

is what Pastor Art favors.  Leroy seconded the motion and it carried. 

 

At the special meeting we also discussed Reformation Sunday landing on the 4th Sunday in October and the request 

by Pastor to have communion that Sunday.  Byron made a motion that we have communion on Reformation Sunday.  

Leroy seconded and the motion carried.  That makes communion in October to be the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays 

followed by communion on All Saints Day the first Sunday in November. 

 

The special meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:20 AM 

 

Respectfully submitted and Council approved, Deb Connolly 

 

 


