
November 23, 2014 – (Christ the King, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11 

 

- But the Lord said to me, "Do not say, "I am only a boy'; for you shall go to all to whom I 

send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you.  Do not be afraid of them, for I 

am with you to deliver you, says the Lord." - 

 

- Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: …Do not trust in these deceptive words: "This 

is the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord."  For if you truly 

amend your ways and your doings, if you truly act justly one with another, if you do not 

oppress the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if 

you do not go after other gods to your own hurt, then I will dwell with you in this place, in 

the land that I gave of old to your ancestors forever and ever.- 

 

 Think of any excuse.  Think of all of your excuses.  Now, say them.  Say, “I can’t 

…because I’m too young.”  And God will say, “But you’ve got so much energy!”  Say, 

“I can’t …because I’m too old.”  And God will say, “But you have so much wisdom!”  

Say, “I can’t …because I’m too busy.”  And God will say, “But you’ve learned so well 

how to prioritize your time!”  Say, “I can’t …because I’m too tired.”  And God will say, 

“But you are developing such great stamina!”  Say, “I can’t …because I’m a man.”  

And God will say, “But it’s about time you explored your feminine side!”  Say, “I can’t 

…because I’m a woman.”  And God will say, “But it’s about time you tried something a 

little more masculine!”  Say, “I can’t …because I don’t like speaking in public.”  And 

God will say, “But I want you to be a pastor!”  Say, “I can’t …because I’m not strong or 

courageous or knowledgeable or motivated or sensitive or sweet or popular or 

perfect.”  And God will say, “I will provide you with helpers who will provide for you 

whatever it is that you need to do the job I have planned for you.”  Say, “I can’t 

…because of any reason you can think of.”  And God will say, “But I have chosen you!  

You will do just fine!”  One of the pastors in our study this past Tuesday said it this way:  

“If God has a job for you to do, you can think of any excuse you want, and God simply 

doesn’t care!”  Once you are chosen, you are chosen.   

 

 For Jeremiah, it was his youth.  He was a young man in a world that respected 

the wisdom of age and the knowledge that comes with experience.  It seems likely 

that his lack of age and experience may have caused him to be fearful.  He was not 

ready to be a prophet because being a prophet, as Jeremiah well understood, is not 

an easy task.  You have to say things that people do not want to hear.  You have to 

warn people about their misdeeds and the evil doing.  You have to tell them that they 

are headed in the wrong direction and that their chosen path will lead to destruction 
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and to hardship.  You have to be able to stand up in the face of intense opposition and 

not lose your nerve.  And you have to be prepared to pay the consequences, like 

being locked up in prison or being thrown down into the bottom of a well, as Jeremiah 

was during his career.  But God doesn’t listen to excuses of “I can’t.”  God knows what 

God wants and God knows whom God has chosen.  So God says to Jeremiah, “Do not 

say ‘I am only a boy’ for you shall go to all to whom I send you and you shall speak 

whatever I command you.”  That’s that!  Jeremiah has no choice.  He is no different 

than Moses, who could think of half a dozen reasons while he was talking to God in the 

burning bush, of why he couldn’t go and speak to the Pharaoh.  He is no different than 

Gideon, who complained that he was the least member of the weakest clan from 

among all God’s people, when he was called to lead God’s people into battle as a 

mighty warrior against the Midianites.  And he is no different than Jonah, who, as you 

know, tried to run away from God’s call to go and preach repentance to the people of 

Nineveh, and ended up spending three days in the belly of a great fish.  The point is 

that, when you have been chosen by God, there is no excuse that will be accepted! 

 

   Of course, God does not simply call and then leave God’s chosen to figure 

everything out by their selves.  God promises to provide what is needed to perform the 

task.  God says to Jeremiah, “Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you.”  And God 

appoints Jeremiah as a prophet “over nations and over kingdoms,” and puts God’s 

words into Jeremiah’s mouth, so that he will know what to say, in order to “pluck up 

and pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”  Notice that two-

thirds of those words describe the negative function of being a prophet.  But there are 

also positive tasks for a prophet as well.  There is building and planting.  There is 

comforting and promising.  There is restoration and renewal.  But those things seem to 

play a minor role on the prophet’s menu.  There is reason to make excuses.  There is 

reason to be afraid.  As we hear in the second part of our reading, Jeremiah is called 

to go to the temple and to call upon the people to amend their ways.  It has been a 

theme in the prophetic material we have been hearing for the past few weeks.  Micah 

told the people to stop putting their faith in the size of their offerings to make up for 

their sins.  For Isaiah, it was not to give in to the temptation to accept the terms of a 

mortal enemy, but to put their faith in God.  And now, for Jeremiah, it is not to presume 

upon the good graces of God, symbolized by the presence of God’s temple, in order 

to go about doing whatever you want with your life.  There is a cost for doing so.  And 

the cost is deception.  It is being out of step with what God has called us to do.  It is in 

being contrary to the way God has called us to be. 

 

 We may not all be called to be prophets, but we are all called to be God’s 
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people.  We are chosen by God to be members of the body of Christ.  We are 

expected to do God’s work in the world around us.  And we have no excuse.  Think of 

any one you want.  Think of every one you can.  Think of all of them all together.  And 

God will counter every one of them.  God has expectations.  Faith is supposed to 

make a difference.  God expects that we will feed the hungry, that we will care for the 

poor, that we will shelter the homeless, that we will help to heal the sick, and that we 

will welcome the strangers.  You can deny it if you like.  But do not be deceived.  God 

is watching.  And if Christ is truly the king, then being one of his subjects will lead you 

to act in new and distinctive ways.  Most of all, remember that God will give you what 

you need.  You will not be left alone.  God will even tell you what to say.  Jeremiah 

had a long career.  He went through some difficult times.  But in the end, he got to 

speak some of the sweetest words in all the Old Testament.  “Behold,” he will eventu-

ally say on God’s behalf, “I will make a new covenant with [my people] …I will put my 

law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 

be my people …for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.” 

           Amen. 


