
November 9, 2014 – (22nd Sunday after Pentecost, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Micah 5:2-4; 6:6-8 

 

- But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you  

shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient 

days… And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the 

name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends 

of the earth… - 

 

- He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? - 

 

 Today we begin four weeks of lessons drawn from the prophetic writings of the 

Old Testament.  The prophets from whom we will hear are Micah, Isaiah, Jeremiah and 

Habakkuk.  Two are classified as major prophets, and two are minor.  Two come from 

an earlier time, and two come later.  Micah is one of the early ones.  He does his work 

at the same time as Isaiah.   The two form a nice contrast with one another.  With 

Micah, we get seven tiny chapters.  The biblical material attributed to Isaiah runs on to 

nearly seventy.  Micah is a farmer from the outstate, rural area of the country.  Isaiah is 

a big city guy from the capital of Jerusalem.  And while both of them respond to the 

threat posed by foreign armies and speak judgments against the politicians, priests 

and wealthy of the nation, it can be said that the little, puny, rural guy, Micah, packs a 

big punch.  He is sometimes referred to as the “angry prophet,” and he is fond of 

pointing out the faults of his big city neighbors, calling them “thieves” and “false 

preachers,” who “hate good and love evil,…tearing and eating the flesh of the poor, 

breaking their bones in pieces, chopping them up like meat for the kettle, like flesh in 

a cauldron."  In other words, he is critical of the injustice and lack of care and concern 

he sees expressed in the lives of the rich and the powerful, the corrupt and the 

crooked, the shameful and the fraudulent.  He is not a fan of those who choose to live 

by their own rules.  And he is determined to call them back to a right relationship with 

God. 

 

 His message is simple.  He sums it up in one little question.  “What does the Lord 

require of you but to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God?”  That’s 

easy compared to the proposals just made by those seeking to get themselves back 

into God’s good graces.  “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself 

before God on high?”  That is the question of the unrighteous.  What do I need to give 

be made right?  How much will it take to even the score?  Notice the emphasis on 
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accounting in this scenario.  Remember the sin of idolatry that so easily slips into the 

equation.  As humans, we are always willing and quick to make ourselves equal with 

God.  What then is necessary to balance the equation?  The proposals show how futile 

is the attempt.  “Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?”  

That seems to fit the program.  Offerings seem like a good way to settle a debt.  Bring a 

yearling calf, the most expensive gift from the flock.  Certainly God will take notice 

and see the goodness of your gift.  Or “will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with ten thousands of rivers of oil?”  Now we’re getting somewhere.  The offenders have 

realized the magnitude of their offense.  The debt is huge and restoring balance will 

take far more than a simple sacrifice.  Thousands will come closer.  But will they be 

enough?  Who knows?  And who can make a sacrifice like that?  Maybe Solomon can 

with all his wealth, but few others known to the people of Micah’s day.  And “ten 

thousand rivers of oil?” that’s a lot of olives.  And rivers flow on and on forever.  They 

never end.  Continuous sacrifice, is that what is necessary?  Or at the greatest extreme, 

“shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my 

soul?"  Child sacrifice, the death of one’s own children?  How diabolical is the thinking 

of desperate people!  Israel’s neighbors practiced such rituals.  Their gods demanded 

such sacrifices, but not the people of God.  They had determined early on with the 

story of Abraham and Isaac that God did not desire such things.  But, suddenly, that 

wisdom has flown out the window.  2 Kings 21 tells of Manasseh, one of the worst kings 

in the history of God’s people, who “made his son pass through fire,” a practice so 

despicable the biblical writer can’t possibly bring himself to say what it really is.   

 

 Now, why do we have all this “offering anxiety?”  Why do we worry so much 

about getting things right?  Why do we trouble ourselves so much about stuff like this?  

Well, I suppose it’s better than not caring about it at all!  But, Micah tells us that the 

reason is that we’ve got it all wrong.  “He has told you, O Mortal, what is good;” says 

the prophet, “and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness 

and to walk humbly with your God?”  That’s what it’s all about, says Micah, and our 

problem is that we’ve messed it all up.  We think God is like us.  We think God is 

keeping score.  We think God is counting up the debts.  We think God wants us to even 

the equation.  But God knows.  God knows it can’t be done.  God knows that we can’t 

do it.  God knows that there is only one way to restore the creation to what God 

intended it to be.  And that is through God’s action, not ours.  That is through God’s 

doing, not ours.  That is through God’s design, not ours.  That is through God.  Micah 

would point to that in his word to the people of Bethlehem, “one of the little clans of 

Judah,” from whom shall be born “one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of 

old,…[who] shall stand and feed his flock” and secure for them their future.  You see, 
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as a prophet, as one who speaks on behalf of God, it is Micah’s job to point out to 

God’s people that God is not like us.  God does things God’s way.  And God’s way is 

not our way.  God cares nothing for things like status and greatness and power and 

fame.  God cares about faithfulness.  God cares about relationship.  God cares about 

willingness to follow God’s ways.  We usually have heard these words from Micah read 

in the final days before the celebration of Christmas.  The church has seized upon them 

as a reference to the birth of Jesus.  But for Micah, seven centuries earlier, it is not 

necessarily so.  For Micah, hope is built on a return to walking in the ways of 

faithfulness.  It will not come from the places of power.  It will not begin with the 

privileged of society.  It will not be led by the persons named in his indictment of the 

people.  It will come from Bethlehem.  It will come from the boonies.  It will come from 

the least and the little.  It will come from the unimportant and the unimpressive.  It will 

come from the city of David, still remembered for his faithfulness and his devotion to 

God, despite the flaws in his character, as we have already seen, because that is the 

way God works, choosing the least, requiring the easiest, expecting the simplest.  

That’s what is good for us, not sacrifices, not burnt offerings, not thousands of rams, not 

ten thousand rivers of oil, not anything that attempts to even the score, but justice, 

kindness and humility. 

 

 That isn’t easy, but it is doable.  It is the direction in which we have been pointed 

us throughout our journey through the Old Testament.  Abraham showed it in his 

willingness to follow.  Moses displayed it with his readiness to listen.  Joseph 

demonstrated it with his integrity.  Joshua chose it with his declaration of faithfulness on 

behalf of himself and his household.  And Solomon played it out in choosing the 

wisdom to rule God’s people when he could have had anything he wanted.  Micah 

expects nothing less for God’s people, but to live in faithful and humble gratitude to 

our God, who has provided us with all that we need.  That’s it.  That’s what is good.  

That’s what is required.  Live in faith.  Do justice.  Love kindness.  Walk humbly.  

 

            Amen. 


