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March 15, 2015 – (Lent 4, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Matthew 25:1-13 
 

- [Jesus said,] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 

lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and five were 

wise.  When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took 

flasks of oil with their lamps.  As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 

drowsy and slept… the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him 

into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  Later the other bridesmaids came 

also, saying, "Lord, lord, open to us.'  But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know 

you.’  Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour." - 

 

 A painting from the Reformation Era would like to tell us the whole story of this 

parable.  In the center of the painting is depicted the bridegroom and his posse.  

They are coming, but they are far off.  It will be a long time before they arrive for the 

wedding festivities.  On the left side of the painting are the foolish bridesmaids.  They 

are pictured as silly girls, fun-loving and carefree, card-playing, dice-rolling, music 

makers, who are more interested in merriment than in being prepared for the serious-

ness of the occasion.  On the right side of the painting are the wise bridesmaids.  They 

are holding a prayer meeting.  They are serious, reverent, devoted and sensible.  

They are focused on the gravity of their task.  They have one thing to do, and they will 

not be distracted of deterred.  It is obvious that the artist has a message to deliver.  

From his point of view, there is no question about who is doing their duty and who has 

gone astray.  There is no room, in his mind, for all the frivolity of the foolish.  They are 

seen as wanton, reckless and immoral.  His sentiments reside squarely with the 

wisdom of the wise.  They are seen as virtuous, honorable and upright.  No wonder 

that the foolish are shut out of the wedding party at the end of the story.  No respect-

table bridegroom would ever want to be associated with characters of their ilk! 

 But, let’s rethink this picture for a moment.  I think that the artist may have 

gotten it wrong.  Didn’t we just hear Jesus’ Parable of the Wedding Banquet, in which 

the king orders his servants to compel everyone to come to the feast, so that the 

banquet hall is filled with partiers of all kinds, both the good and the bad?  And what 

about the notion that entrance to the kingdom of heaven is based on God’s grace, 

not some arbitrary level of our personal preparedness?  And why do the sober 

obsessive compulsives, with all their extra bottles of oil, make it in while the joyful free 

spirits, who came fully prepared for the prompt arrival of the bridegroom, get locked 

out?  It wasn’t their fault that the bridegroom was delayed.  And the wise ones seem 

to be such a bunch of mean girls, who are more than happy to take advantage of 

the misfortune of their lesser sisters, when the delay of the bridegroom’s arrival 
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triggers a shortage of oil.  And what about Jesus’ teaching to “love your neighbor as 

yourself,” for example “share what you have with those who are less fortunate,” let 

alone “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you?”  What about that?  

Where does it say, “But not your sister if she runs short on oil?”  It doesn’t.  So, that’s 

just wrong! 

 

 On the other hand, there is something foolish about the girls who didn’t bring 

along extra oil for their lamps, “just in case.”  They could have tried to anticipate 

every possibility.  There are people who try, but life is usually not like that.  It is usually 

much more like trying to figure out what you are going to do now that you have 

discovered that you don’t have what you need for the situation in which you find 

yourself.  Then, what do you do?  This is where the foolish bridesmaids made their 

mistake.  When they discover that their oil is running short and their mean sisters are 

unwilling to share with them, they listen to their advice.  They take off at midnight, 

heading out into the city to find a first century all-night convenience store with a 

stock of lamp oil from which they can buy more.  It is while they are away on their 

quest that the bridegroom arrives.  He gathers up the others and they accompany 

him on to the wedding festivities.  When the foolish arrive back from their misguided 

errand, they discover that they are too late.  The door is shut.  It is locked.  And the 

bridegroom refuses to open it for them.  Furthermore, he claims to not even know who 

they are.  This, then, is the problem, not that they have run short of oil, but that they 

have abandoned their posts.  They have given up on their faith that the bridegroom 

would arrive in time.  They have surrendered their hope that their meager supply of oil 

would nonetheless be enough. 

 

 And this is what speaks to me today.  As followers of Christ, we have been 

waiting a long, long time.  We have been waiting for nearly two millennia.  We have 

been waiting all our lives.  It seems very likely that we might lose our hope, that we 

might give up on our faith, and that we might abandon our positions.  How is it that 

our supplies can possibly hold out for such a long, long time?  Certainly, the oil in our 

lamps has to be running low and our lights are growing dim.  But that has nothing to 

do with us.  That is all about the bridegroom.  That is all because of the delay.  That is 

all brought about by the situation of endless waiting.  It has nothing to do with matters 

of character or morality or preparation.  It has to do with confidence and holding fast 

to the assurance that the bridegroom will come, our supplies will be sufficient and the 

light we have will be more than enough.  The parable never says that the wise brides-

maids actually had to burn their extra oil or that the foolish bridesmaids meager 
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supply would not have been enough.  In truth, they all may have had more than they 

needed.  They just needed to know it, to believe it, to have faith in it.   

 

 So, that is what I want to say to you today.  The bridegroom is coming.  You 

have been given everything necessary for the wait.  Don’t give up on him now.  Keep 

the faith, for, when he comes, his light will be more than enough for all of us. 

            Amen. 


