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Apr. 12, 2015 – (Easter 2, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Matthew 28:16-20 

 

- When they saw [Jesus], they worshiped him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and 

said to them, "…Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age." - 

 

 I suppose most of you already know this; but, sometimes, pastors work hard, 

study lots, think and pray, and come up with very little to say on Sunday morning.  

That’s happened to me a few times, but not too often.  When it does, some pastors 

resort to certain tricks of public speaking, like speaking loudly and gesturing wildly to 

distract the audience.  It seems that this is what happened to a certain preacher 

whose message for the day lacked any real spiritual food.  He did a lot of shouting 

and pounding of his pulpit to cover up his lack of any substance.  In fact, as is some-

times said, he “preached up quite a storm.”  After the service, when all of the drama-

tics were over, one of the members of the congregation, who fancied himself some-

thing of a meteorologist, as he came to shake hands with the pastor, summed up the 

morning this way.  He said, “Lot’s of wind and a whole lot of thunder this morning, 

preacher, but not much rain!”  It seems that a young girl encountered a bit of the 

same phenomenon in her Sunday school class.  She came home from morning in 

church quite dissatisfied with her experience.  At Sunday dinner she told her parents, 

“This morning we were told to go into the whole world and make disciples of all the 

nations, but all we did was sit!” 

 

 To me, that seems like a real problem.  This morning, we hear the words of 

Jesus’ great commission.  He tells his disciples, “Go…make disciples, baptize, teach 

and remember.”  They’re all action words – even remembering and continuing to 

remember takes some doing – but we’re likely to just sit here without actually doing 

anything about it.  Now, I could probably bluster about and blow up a storm of my 

own about this.  I could gesture wildly and make lots of noise.  I could even run up 

and down a bit or try something really new!  I could – but I don’t think that would 

work, especially now that I’ve told you I’d just be doing it to cover up the fact that I 

don’t really have much to say!  Instead, I think I’ve got to find a new approach.  

Maybe I’ll have to settle for a different tactic.  Maybe I’ll have to adopt an alternative 

strategy. 

 

 So, here goes.  This is what I know.  The angel at the tomb had told the women 
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that the disciples were to go to Galilee, where Jesus would meet them.  Jesus was 

going ahead of them to prepare for their arrival.  There, back on familiar ground, they 

will see him alive and risen from the dead.  Judas, of course, is gone.  The betrayer is 

no longer among their number.  Instead, the eleven who remain assemble on a 

mountain, which I presume to be the Mount of the Beatitudes, which is near to their 

homes in Capernaum and which has played a major role in their life together.  When 

they see him, they worship him, as the women had done earlier outside the tomb.  But 

Matthew adds a footnote to the proceedings by adding that there was a bit of doubt 

among them.  Whether this means that while worshiping, they also doubted; or, that 

some worship and others doubted is not clear in the text.  This makes me think that 

resurrection is a new thing.  It doesn’t easily compute for those who are seeing some-

one who had clearly died, now living again.  The disciples don’t know what to make 

of it. 

 

 Jesus uses the occasion to claim his authority over all things.  No doubt, you 

will remember that, it was on a mountain in Galilee before they had gone to Jeru-

salem, that some of them had heard the voice of God proclaiming, “This is my Son, 

the Beloved, listen to him.”  I imagine that they had shared that story with the others.  

Now, they have one last chance to hear what he has to say.  He gives them his final 

instructions.  “Go,” he tells them, “make disciples…baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that I have 

commanded you; and remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  It 

seems to me that this is worth a listen.  Jesus gives them a mission statement com-

bined with a promise.  His words, here at the end, circle around to themes from the 

very beginning of Matthew’s gospel.  They are to pay attention to his teachings, the 

things they likely learned on this very mountain in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  They 

are to be “salt” and “light” and “yeast” for the world, three more very active images.  

And, as they go about their business, Jesus promises to be with them, just as the 

angel Gabriel had promised by saying that he would be called “Immanuel,” that is, 

“God with us.”  So, Jesus goes with us as we go out into the world around us to do, to 

make, to baptize, to teach and to remember.  This much I know.  This much I can tell 

you.  This much I am sure about. 

 

 What I am not so sure about, and the place where I need help in this, is with the 

question “How?”  How do we do this?  Where exactly do we go?  To whom are we to 

witness as a part of “all the nations?”  And which part of the mission statement do we 

emphasize?  These are hard questions!  I am tempted to start flailing about here and 

raise the volume of my speaking so that you won’t know that I don’t have all the 

answers!  I have heard it said, in recent years, that this is our vision for the church:     
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1) that “every congregation should be a mission outpost, 2) every pastor, a mission 

developer, and 3) every member a missionary.   So, let me ask you, “If you were to 

take up this mission as yours, and I think that Jesus gives it to all who will become his 

followers, then how would you do it?  Where would you go?  To whom would you 

witness?  What would you emphasize?”  Surely you can think of someone who could 

benefit from your witness, who needs to hear the good news of Christ’s love, who 

would likely respond to an act of Christian kindness.  Maybe they are a stranger, 

someone new to the community, someone you have not yet met, who lives on your 

block.  Or maybe they are someone you haven’t seen in a long time, someone to 

whom you use to be close, someone who has drifted away from you and from life 

among your circle of friends.  Or maybe they are a family member who has been 

having some kind of trouble, someone who could really use a friend who would be 

willing to listen with understanding and without judgment, someone who could 

demonstrate the presence of Christ in their lives by walking with them on their journey 

through life.  Who will it be for you?  How will you reach out to them?  What will you do 

this week that will make a difference?  In what way will you begin to make a new 

disciple? 

 Unfortunately, this is where we usually get stuck.  We say to ourselves, “Ok, we 

heard the gospel.  We thought good thoughts.  Now, back to life as usual, as it always 

has been.”  And nothing changes.  We don’t become the missionaries Jesus has 

called us to be.  We never get to the going and the making, the baptizing and the 

teaching, or even maybe the remembering of what Jesus has commissioned us to 

do.  So, let’s not leave it at that.  Let’s do something.  You all now have someone in 

mind.  Reach out to that person this week.  And then, let’s collect the results.  Call me.  

Text me.  Email me.  Talk to me.  Tell me what happened.  We can report the news to 

one another.  Let’s start a community conversation about what we’re actually doing 

to take Christ’s mission to the world.  And all the while, as we’re doing it, let’s remem-

ber Jesus’ promise, “[He is] with [us] always, to the end of the age.” 

            Amen. 


