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Mar. 17, 2015 – (Easter 7, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Romans 6:1-14 

 
- We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.  For whoever has died is freed 

from sin.  But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  We 

know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him.  The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, 

he lives to God.  So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 

Christ Jesus. - 

 

 I read through all the suggestion slips that were turned in last week, and I want 

to thank you for your input.  They were well thought out and thorough; so, I think the 

council will have some very helpful input to consider at its next meeting.  One 

suggestion that I think I can implement on my own was this:  “If you want to make 

Trinity a better place, PREACH SHORTER SERMONS!”  So, here goes.  This is a SHORT 

sermon.  In his Letter to the Romans, Paul says, “Because you have been baptized 

into Christ Jesus, you are no longer slaves to sin.  So, stop sinning.  Walk in the 

newness of a resurrected life.” 

      Amen. 

 

[Long pause as the pastor sits down, then gets up and continues.] 

 

 Of course, if I just leave it at that, those of you who like short sermons will be 

very happy.  Others however will wonder if they are getting their money’s worth.  “We 

pay him for that?” they will be asking.  “You’d think, after an entire week, he could 

come up with more than just one little paragraph!”  So, here’s a bit more, for the sake 

of striking a balance.  Don’t worry.  It will still be a short sermon!   

 

 In his letter, Paul is concerned that this new resurrected freedom, won through 

the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, will be misinterpreted.  If, being joined to 

Christ through baptism, we are no longer slaves to sin; then, why not sin all the more?  

One pastor recalls a young man she knows once saying, “I like to sin.  God likes to 

forgive sins.  We should get along just fine!”  Well, that’s what Paul is worried about.  

People will take their newfound freedom as a license to sin all the more!  That isn’t his 

idea.  “What then should we say?” he begins our reading.  “Should we continue in sin 

so that grace may abound?”  “No!” or as my first Greek teacher would tell us, “No, 

no, a thousand times, no!”  “No” in the most emphatic way you can say it.  “No, no, 

no, no, no!”  “No!”   

 

 Instead, he goes on to use the images of death and resurrection to explain our 
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new relationship to sin.  We are no longer slaves to sin.  We are no longer bound to 

our sinfulness.  We are no longer subject to the effects of sin.  We are free.  We are 

liberated.  We are raised to new life.  That’s what baptism does for us.  It puts to death 

that within us which is subject to sin.  It kills our old selves, which hope to live lives 

separate from God and apart from Jesus Christ.  It drowns them under the waters of 

baptism, so that a new self may arise, a self fully connected and completely alive in 

Christ Jesus, able to live a new life of freedom and light.   

 

 What does this look like?  Well, look around.  It looks like us.  We, the baptized, 

are the ones who can make it happen.  Yet, we will never do it perfectly.  We always 

live in that area between “now and not yet.”  Resurrection is already a reality in our 

lives; but, it is not yet fully realized.  We are set free, but we fall back into sinfulness.  

We are liberated, but not yet completely free.  Paul suggests that we no longer report 

for duty to the god of sin.  He says, “No longer present your members to sin as 

instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been 

brought from death to life.”  Sin and death no longer rule over us.  They can no longer 

terrorize our consciences.  We are free from their consequences.  Last weekend, 

Brenda and I travelled to Wisconsin to lay to rest the ashes of my step-mother and 

step-grandmother.  Both women had died some time earlier, and we had waited for 

the opportunity to gather together once more as family and friends to bury their ashes 

in the cemetery.  What struck me about the committal service was that, removed 

from its immediate context, death had become irrelevant.  Resurrection and new life 

was the dominant theme.  For them, it has already happened.  For us, it is promised 

as inevitable.  There is great hope in that.  We are free.  Let us live the new life. 

                   Amen. 


