
1 

 

Mar. 31, 2015 – (Pentecost/Holy Trinity 01, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Psalm 113 

 
- Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens 

and the earth?  He raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap, to 

make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.  He gives the barren woman a 

home, making her the joyous mother of children.  Praise the Lord! - 

 

 Today, we are starting the third phase of our Narrative Lectionary readings for 

the year.  In the fall, we made our way systematically through the Old Testament.  

From Christmas onward, we concentrated on the story of Jesus as told in the gospel 

of Matthew, ending with a few stories from the life of his followers, particularly through 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans.  And now, we begin the summer portion of the readings, 

where we will be focusing on several series of readings taken from parts of the Bible 

we have not heard from so far.  We start, this week, with six weeks from the Psalms.  

We’ll then move on to some readings from the Old Testament Wisdom Literature.  And 

we’ll end the summer with several readings from the New Testament Letter to the 

Hebrews.  As we begin our series from the Psalms, I’d like to provide an introduction 

to the function and the language of the psalms, by showing you this brief video: 

[Show the Video.] 

So, the language of the Psalms is the language of poetry and prayer, which holds up 

a mirror before us, to show us who we are in relationship with God.   

 

 We begin today with psalm 113.  It is a psalm of praise.  It begins and ends with 

the same Hebrew word, “Hallelujah!” “Praise the Lord!”  It is not a request or a 

suggestion.  It is a command.  “Praise the Lord!”  Do it.  Don’t hesitate.  Don’t wonder.  

Don’t reflect upon it.  Don’t mull it over in your mind.  Don’t study the possibilities.  

Don’t stop to think about it.  Just, do it.  “Praise the Lord.”  “Why?”  Because of who 

God is.  And because of who you are in relation to God.  The God we praise is a big 

God.  God is “seated on high,” “above all the nations” and “above the heavens.”  

God must look “far down,” in fact, to be able to see the nations and the heavens.  

And we are God’s servants, God’s workers, God’s employees, God’s staff – indebted 

to God, dependent upon God, living life by God’s grace and as recipients of God’s 

benevolence.  We are to praise God through all time and throughout all space.  The 

psalmists do not think small.  Our praise is to be “at all times and in all places.”  It is to 

be carried out continuously and wherever we may be.  Praise is our general state of 

being and our standard mode of operation.  It is what we are to do. 

 

 In addition to being a big God, the psalmist tells us, God is also good.  And 

though God is so high, above the nations and above the heavens, God also comes 



2 

 

down to know about each one of us individually, to see our situations and to under-

stand the dilemmas we face.  And then, knowing our needs and desires, God lifts us 

up, raising the poor and lifting the needy, providing employment for those who are in 

need of work and giving dignity to those who are counted as nothing, and hearing 

the prayers of all who wish to be blessed.  The picture here is one of peasants being 

raised to the level of princes and families enjoying the life of domestic tranquility.  Of 

course, you may not feel like a prince or a princess.  And life in your family may not 

be all happiness and satisfaction.  But, the psalmists are willing to show us the 

possibilities.  Just as they are willing to think big, they are also willing to work with 

absolutes.  God is great!  God is good!  That’s it!  “Praise the Lord!”   

 Today we are celebrating the mystery of our God, the Holy Trinity.  Too often, I 

think, we try to explain it.  We try to examine it.  We try to analyze it and make sense 

of it.  Better, says the psalmist, is simply to praise it.  For God is too big for us to 

understand completely.  And God is too high for us to see with much precision.  God, 

the Father, is like that.  Always hidden, Luther would say, at least to some extent.  But 

God is also good and God comes down to us.  God, the Son, is like that.  Born in the 

person of Jesus, he is God revealed, God whom we can know and love; and, God 

who knows and loves us.  And God is with us, to lift us up.  God, the Holy Spirit, is like 

that.  This is God, who energizes, who enlightens, who calls and gathers and inspires 

us to great things in God’s holy name.  The Holy Trinity is God worthy of our praise.  It 

is an imperative.  The psalmist encourages…no, the psalmist expects our participa-

tion.  “Hallelujah!”  “Praise the Lord!” 

         Amen. 


