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July 12, 2015 – (Pentecost 07, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-8 

 
- The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruc-

tion…Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.  In all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  Do not be wise in your 

own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.  It will be a healing for your flesh and 

a refreshment for your body. - 

 

 Today, we begin a four-week series of lessons based on three Old Testament 

books that are traditionally thought to have been written by Solomon – Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon.  There is no real way of knowing that Solomon 

actually wrote them, but why not?  Solomon was wise.  These books contain wisdom.  

And we can’t definitively say that they weren’t written by Solomon, so let’s say it was 

Solomon.  Anyway, that is why these three have been chosen to go together.   As we 

begin, it might be good for us to ask the question, “What does it mean to live ‘the 

good life’?”  Each of our readings will ponder that question to some extent.  As pieces 

of the Old Testament’s “Wisdom Literature,” they are concerned not so much with 

matters of salvation, but with the practical concerns of how to live life in this world of 

God’s good creation.   

 

 So, to get at this, let me begin with a story.  There once was a young man who 

was thought to be a fool by all the towns-people of the village in which he lived.  

Each day, the villagers would stop him on the street and ask him to pick between a 

nickel and a dime.  The young man always chose the nickel and the residents always 

went away saying, “There, you see what a fool he is?  He doesn’t even realize that the 

dime is worth twice as much as the nickel!”  And that was true, except that later in his 

life, when he was asked about it, the young man, who was thought to be a fool, 

explained:  “How long do you think they would have kept offering me money, if I 

kept picking the dime all the time?  My guess is: ‘Not very long at all.  This way, I was 

far ahead.  By choosing the coin of lesser value, people kept giving me nickels every 

day!”  That’s wisdom.  It is also very clever.  The two are not the same, though 

sometimes they can look very similar.  Wisdom is generally more down to earth.  It is 

simpler.  It is more straight-forward.  It is based on experience and it leads to the 

good life. 

 

 That is what the book of Proverbs is all about.  It is about wisdom derived from 

the experience of the elders that can be taught to young people as part of their 

education.  In Biblical times, the wisdom of Proverbs was generally taught to boys in 

school as a part of their formal education.  Girls didn’t go to school; but, that doesn’t 
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mean they were not educated.  My guess is that there was much wisdom of a similar 

nature that was passed on from mothers to daughters or older women to younger as 

they were going about the task of teaching them all the household skills that young 

girls needed to know.   We all need wisdom.  We can all benefit from learning about 

how to live a successful life in God’s creation. 

 

 Proverbs 1:7 puts it this way: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of know-

ledge;” and then it follows with a statement of the opposite, “fools despise [both] 

wisdom and instruction.”  Or, as Eugene Peterson puts it in his Bible translation, called 

The Message:  “Start with God – the first step in learning is bowing down to God; only 

fools thumb their noses at such wisdom and learning.”  So, this is the key to wise 

living:  We begin by acknowledging that God is God and we are not.  Everything else 

will flow from that.  Everything else will begin with that.  Everything else will be made 

possible because of that.  The First Commandment, it would seem, is still a good 

place to start.  “I am the Lord your God,” God told Moses and the people at the top of 

Mt. Sinai, “You shall have no other.”  Proverbs agrees. 

 

 The problem, of course, is that we always think that we know better.  We 

seemed to be hardwired with that tendency.  Our ideas are the ones that are right.  

Our perspectives are the ones that count.  Our knowledge is the only thing that make 

any difference.  But, when our focus narrows, when we draw down to trust only in 

what we can see, when we limit ourselves to only our likes or dislikes, our wants or 

desires, our preferences or inclinations, then we are always in danger of being 

deceived.  God’s perspective is always wider.  God’s knowledge is always greater.  

God’s wisdom is always more complete.  So, the teaching of Proverbs comes with a 

warning.  “Do not rely on your own insight” and “do not be wise in your own eyes;” 

but, “trust in the Lord with all your heart” and “in all your ways acknowledge him.”  

Live all of your life in relation to God.  That is the wise thing to do.  And don’t be 

deceived by your own lack of understand-ing.  That is also the wise thing to do 

because, relying on ourselves, we may be able to collect a few dimes; but, 

beginning with the wisdom of God, we can expect a lifetime of ongoing support.   

 

 While preparing this sermon, I came across this prayer, which seems to fit as we 

begin to live out this initial wisdom that we have now learned.  It goes like this:  Let us 

pray.  “Eternal God, when our eyes are too full of our own vision, when our ears are 

too full of our own sounds, when our mouths are too full of our own wisdoms, when our 

heads are too full of our own concerns, break through.  Liberate us from the narrow 

ways that constrict our souls.”  And, I would add, give us your wisdom, that we may 

have “abundant welfare” in our “length of days and [our] years of life.” 
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            Amen. 


