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July 19, 2015 – (Pentecost 08, Mat) 

Sermon Text – Proverbs 8:1-11, 22-36 

 
- Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice?  On the heights, 

beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; beside the gates in front of the 

town, at the entrance of the portals she cries out: “All the words of my mouth are 

righteous; there is nothing twisted or crooked in them.  They are all straight to one who 

understands and right to those who find knowledge.  Take my instruction instead of 

silver, and knowledge rather than choice gold; for wisdom is better than jewels, and all 

that you may desire cannot compare with her.” - 

 

 Go to Ephesus today.  Stand at the intersection of the two main roads through 

that ancient and important Greek city.  Look at the grand reconstruction of the library 

building, with its two-story façade and its columned entrances.  What do you see?  

Four niches built into the front of the building, each containing the statue of a woman, 

the personification of four Grecian ideals: Knowledge, Intelligence, Virtue and 

Wisdom.  So, there she is, as if the Ephesian library building were acting out the words 

of Proverbs 8 – Lady Wisdom at the crossroads, Lady Wisdom at the gate, Lady 

Wisdom at town’s center, Lady Wisdom crying out to the people who pass her by, 

Lady Wisdom exhorting the townsfolk to listen to her advice, to “learn prudence” and 

to “acquire intelligence,” for what she has to offer is better than glorious riches or 

beautiful jewels, and nothing you might desire can possibly compare to her! 

 

 Now, why does she do this?  What has motivated her to leave the comfort of 

her temple and to venture out into the marketplace?  What has inspired her to seek 

out those who pass her by in order that she might shout her warning at them to seek 

knowledge and to learn the way of truth?  Read chapter 7.  Not right now, but when 

you go home.  This afternoon or tomorrow morning, read chapter 7.  Lady Wisdom is 

not alone in her desire to grab your attention.  She has a rival.  She is involved in a 

contest.  It is a deadly serious kind of struggle.  She is competing for your very life.  

When you read chapter 7, you will meet Lady Temptation.  She has other names, but 

that is what I will call her, Lady Temptation.  She will certainly get your attention.  All 

she offers is simple and easy.  It is available and immediate.  It promises wondrous 

adventures and ultimate thrills.  But she is an evil seductress.  Her entice-ments do not 

lead to lasting pleasures.  They are false and hollow.  They are empty and superficial.  

They are a trap and a lure to destruction.  They lead directly to death.   

 

 The fact is that in these two chapters, the author of Proverbs is acknowledging 

the ancient dilemma facing God’s people.  There is a choice.  We can follow the way 

of the world or we can follow the way of God.  It is a notion alive in the theology of 

the Old Testament, at least from the time of Moses; and, it will come back again in 
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the New Testament, with the story of Jesus, especially in the Gospel of John.  It 

recognizes that there is much in the world that might cause us to lose our way.  It 

understands these temptations to be more than the simple, benign pleasures of God’s 

good creation.  They are active and threatening and sinister.  They appear to promise 

great things, but they are actually lures that seek to trap us and lead us down the 

road to ruin.  They are attractive, addictive and seductive.  They lead us away from 

what is right and healthy and good.  You can think about this for yourselves.  Call 

them vices, if you will.  Call them addictions.  Call them risks.  Call them unhealthy 

practices.  Call them not good for you.  Yes, they seem to offer a moment’s pleasure, 

but then what, a lifetime of pain?  Not good! 

 

 Lady Wisdom would warn us away from such things.  Imagine the wisdom some 

of us may already have learned.  “Look before you leap,” we tell ourselves.  “All that 

glitters is not gold!” we say.  “If you can accomplish it with too little effort, then it 

probably wasn’t worth it in the first place!”  That’s good advice.  It’s commonplace 

wisdom.  We should be ready to listen.  For one way leads to destruction, while the 

other way leads to life.  And it’s been around from the very beginning.  Wisdom’s 

claim is that she has been there from the start of all things.  She was there at the time 

of creation and she has been available to teach God’s people ever since.  And she is 

there for us now, calling out to us and seeking to grab hold of our attention.  It is not 

easy.  There is much that can hold us back.  There is much that can draw us away.  

But look, there she is, at the crossroads, in the town center, seeking our notice and 

demanding our consideration.  Eventually, she will find her embodiment in the person 

of Jesus Christ, God’s Word become flesh.  “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life,” 

he will say.  “This is my Son, the Beloved,” God will acknowledge, “listen to him.”  For 

in him, we find God’s wisdom.  In him, we see God’s way.  In him, we have our 

instructions.  So, seek God’s wisdom, teaches the book of Proverbs, for her way is the 

way that leads to life. 

      Amen. 


