
Aug. 30, 2015 -- (Pentecost 14, Matthew) 

Sermon Text – Hebrews 9:1-14 

 

- But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 

through the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), 

he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but 

with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.  For if the blood of goats and 

bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled 

so that their flesh is purified, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead 

works to worship the living God! - 

 

 The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews has tried to make this very clear, “Jesus is 

like us in every way, except one.  He is without sin.”  This is great for us.  Jesus can 

relate to us.  Jesus can understand us.  And Jesus can appreciate all of the struggles 

and difficulties we might encounter in life.  On the other hand, as our great High Priest, 

Jesus is nothing at all like the High Priests of the Biblical era.  He is something new.  He 

is something better.  He is something eternal and heavenly.  He is the once and for all 

sacrifice that opens our eyes to a new way of seeing God! 

 

 Perhaps a brief story may help us to understand this point.  “One day a 

professor entered his classroom and asked his students to prepare for a surprise test.  

The students all waited anxiously as the professor handed out the exams, laying each 

one face down on the students’ desks.  Once he handed them all out, he asked the 

students to turn over the papers.  To everyone’s surprise, there were no questions – 

just a single, black dot in the center of each sheet of paper.  The professor, seeing the 

expression on the students’ faces, told them the following:  ‘I want you to write about 

what you see.’  The students, confused, got started on the inexplicable task.  At the 

end of the class, the professor took all of the exams, and started reading each one of 
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them out loud.  All of them, without exception, described the black dot, trying to 

explain its position in the center of the paper.  After all had been read, the classroom 

fell silent, and the professor started to explain:  ‘I’m not going to grade you on this, I 

just wanted to give you something to think about.  No one wrote about the white part 

of the paper.  Everyone focused on the black dot – and the same happens in our 

lives.  We have a white piece of paper to observe and enjoy, but we always focus on 

the dark spots.  Our life is a gift given to us by God, with love and care, and we 

always have reasons to celebrate --- nature renewing itself every day, our friends 

around us, the job that provides our livelihood, the miracles we see every day …. 

However, we insist on focusing only on the dark spot – the health issues that bother us, 

the lack of money, the complicated relation-ship with a family member, the 

disappointment with a friend.  The dark spots are very small when compared with 

everything we have in our lives, but they’re the ones that pollute our mind.  Take your 

eyes away from the black dots in your life.  Enjoy each one of your blessings, each 

moment that life gives you.  Be happy and live a life filled with love. 

 

 The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews wants his readers to know that this is the 

transforming power that faith in Jesus Christ can have in the lives of God’s people.  

Here is where an understanding of the Old Testament is very import-ant.  The writer 

focuses on the Old Testament priesthood in several ways.  Last week, we heard 

mention of Melchizedek, that mysterious Old Testament figure, appointed directly by  

as a priest for a special purpose forever.  Jesus is like that, appointed directly by God 

for a special purpose forever.  But here, it is the regular, ordinary priesthood about 
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which the writer is concerned.  The priests are a special group of people.  They are 

members of the tribe of Levi, descendents of the priesthood begun with Moses’ 

brother, Aaron.  They are chosen for their outstanding and upright character to take 

their turn at performing the duties of a priest, attending to the rituals of the temple.  

One of them is appointed as High Priest to perform the special duties, which are 

assigned only to him.  To describe these duties, the writer reaches back in history 

beyond the time of the temple, to the time when the temple rituals were conducted 

in a tent.  The tent, like the temple after it, was divided into two rooms.  The first, larger 

room, referred to as “the Holy Place” was where the priests tended to their tasks.  The 

second, smaller room was “the Holy of Holies.”  It housed, along with several other 

objects, the very presence of God.  Only the High Priest could go into this second 

room, and he could enter only on one day of the year, the Day of Atonement, when 

he was to make a special sacrifice for the sins of the people.  When Solomon built the 

temple in Jerusalem, he patterned it after this portable tent.  The only difference was 

that it was permanently fixed in one place.  The walls of the tent were replaced be 

the walls of stone, but the curtain that divided one room from the other remained and 

the rituals of the priests continued without change. 

 

 The most important of these rituals, as it pertains to the High Priest, was the 

sacrifice on the Day of Atonement.  On that one day each year, the High Priest would 

take the blood of the prescribed sacrificial animals with him into the Holy of Holies, 

not only for the sins of the people, but to cover his sins as well.  In this, the writer of 

Hebrews wants to point out, Jesus is completely different.  Jesus is without sin.  
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Therefore he requires no sacrifice for the sake of his own sin.  Jesus does not enter into 

an earthly temple, but he enters a heavenly, cosmic temple.  Jesus does not offer the 

blood of animals; but, as Martin Luther would say, “his own, precious blood” through 

“his innocent suffering and death.”  And Jesus does not offer the sacrifice repeatedly, 

on an annual basis, but dies “once and for all” as a perfect sacrifice that never needs 

to be repeated.  The result is that the way to God is now opened to all people.  The 

curtain of the cosmic, heavenly temple is pulled back.  And the presence of God is 

revealed to all of us through the love of Christ in his death on the cross.  We need no 

longer put all our faith and effort into the sacrifice of our own good deeds.  Everything 

has been done for us.  We are free to be the people God created us to be – to live in 

God’s love, to know God’s mercy, to receive God’s forgiveness and to give thanks for 

work of our great High Priest.  Jesus has made it possible to see God in a new way, so 

that we can be free to be the people God intends us to be. 

           Amen. 

 

 


