
Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes, November 4th, 2015 

 
Members Present:  Brian McNeill,  Stacy Lindahl, Tom Simonson,  Mark Grussing, Bill Hoberg, Laura 
Hulterstrum, Robert Newman, Sheri Reuss, Byron Giese, Leroy Noreen and Pastor Art. 
The meeting was called to order by President Brian at 7:00.  
Brian started the meeting with a short survey on what the agenda for the council meetings in the 
upcoming year should be.  We met in small groups and discussed.  Some ideas are to make sure we are 
covering concerns that the congregation may have, quarterly synod updates, and responsibilities of the 
committee members.  We feel the presentations that Pastor gives as part of his devotions are very 
meaningful. Would there be ways to work with other churches as congregations get smaller with the 
youth programs, and like we are doing with the Backpack program.  We need to be the eyes and ears for 
the congregation, welcome visitors we see and encourage them to visit again, and to open up the 
meetings for members to attend if would like.  
Devotion: Pastor gave devotions and talked about confession. Read from James Chapter 5 and 1st John 
Chapter 1. Confession can be done by Lutherans, not just in the Roman Catholic faith.  Confession is 
about forgiveness of sins and being honest with ourselves.  Sins do not have to be confessed privately or 
individually but can be confessed corporately.  The prayer of the righteous is powerful! 
Pastor’s Report: Reported on visits and the pastoral activity. It has been very busy with 5 funerals in the 
past 5 weeks.  Pastor is also following up with the families who have been affected by the deaths.  His 
conference minister duties have been kept to a minimum the past month because of all of the church 
needs.  There are 3 new pastors coming into our conference and will be serving in Morris, Cyrus and 
Donnelly. Pastor may need to go do the installation service if Pastor Linda cannot be in attendance. 
Additions:  None 
Reports: 
Church Council Secretary’s Report:  reviewed and accepted via email. 
Church Financial Secretary’s Report:  The financial secretary’s report for October was reviewed and 
approved. 
Church Treasurer’s Report:  The church treasurer’s report for October was reviewed.  Bryon made the 
motion to approve, and Leroy seconded the motion. 
Committee Reports: 
Altar Guild: Decorated for Thanksgiving.  
Board of Education and Youth:  The date for the Christmas program is December 13th at 5:00 PM. 
Outreach and Community Relations: Proposed a list of the outreach donations to the council and will 
vote on approving them at the December meeting. 
Property and Grounds: The gutters are all repaired, thresholds have been completed and there was a 
problem with the front door being bent but that has also been fixed. 
Stewardship committee: Worked on the upcoming budget for next year. Ideas will be taken at the 
December meeting from the council members.  
Endowment -Did not meet. 
Worship and Music: Did not meet. Bill  however, had a question about the difficulty of the Children’s 
Bulletins.  They are part of the Narrative Lectionary Series. Pastor will look at the ones coming up and 
we can decide not to print them.  This is something we can discuss at our next Worship and Music 
meeting and come up with an alternative.   
 Back Pack:  They have been very busy with the total of 90 backpacks being prepared weekly. In 
December, the Trinity confirmation class will pack.  They need volunteers for January.  It takes about 20 
minutes to prepare.  Byron is the new chairman of the committee, and they will be making this a  
nonprofit organization for tax purposes.  This will allow more donations to come in and also the grant 
amounts.  Walmart gave $1000 and $500 from Agralite. They have the funds to go through January. 



Old business:  None 
New business:  None 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Next meeting for the council is December 2nd at 7:00, with committees meeting at 6:30.  Leroy made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting; Mark seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Newsletter items need to be in the church office by November 17th. 
Respectfully submitted subject to the Council’s approval, Stacy Lindahl ( Filled in for Secretary Deb) 

 


