
Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes, December 2, 2015 

Members Present:  Brian McNeill, Byron Giese, Stacy Lindahl, Leroy Noreen, Mike Johnson, Tom Simonson, Deb 

Connolly, Mark Grussing, Bill Hoberg, Laura Hulterstrum, Sheri Reuss, Robyn Dehne and Pastor Art. 

The meeting was called to order by at 7:02 by President Brian 

Devotion:   Understanding Luther better and why we do what we do in religious education. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor reported 3 more funerals in November so 7 funerals in 7 weeks.  His report also gave 

recommendations for the Pastor Parish Relations committee, a vacation request since he has 9 days, including 1 Sunday 

of vacation remaining for 2015, a preaching request to “not” participate in the Lent “round-robin” with other 

congregations in town but to stay at Trinity during Lent and work with our Education and Youth Committee to put 

together a preaching series based on the “Faith 5” devotional program proposed by Dr. Rich Melheim in the book 

“Holding Your Family Together”, a report on his Conference Ministry position and a hand out showing a breakdown of 

where our ELCA offering goes. 

Byron made a motion to grant Pastor Art’s vacation request from Dec 28 – Jan 3 using up the remainder of his 2015 

vacation and for Pastor to not share in the round-robin Lent program.  Leroy seconded and the motion carried. 

 

 Additions:  none 

Reports: 

Church Council Secretary’s Report:  reviewed and accepted via email. 

Church Financial Secretary’s Report:  The financial secretary’s report for November was reviewed: Sheri made a motion 

to accept the report, Tom seconded the motion and it carried 

Church Treasurer’s Report:  The church treasurer’s report for November was reviewed.   Trinity paid Rosy for a couple of 

funerals where the family had not paid for her extra time.  End of year payment to Marco for copies made that were 

over the estimated amount for the year.  Copier is 9 years old and having more problems.  Parsonage bill is mostly just 

city fees.  Mike made a motion to accept the report, Laura seconded the motion and it carried. 

Committee Reports: 

Altar Guild:  did not meet 

Board of Education and Youth:  did not meet, but S.S. has practice the next two Sundays with a Christmas program on 

Dec 13th. 

Outreach and Community Relations:  Byron reported that he has not heard back from anybody on the Outreach 

Proposal.  So far the only donation given to date has gone to the Back Pack program.  Byron listed the breakdown for 

remainder of allotted funds:  $200 bus passes (Swift County Human Services), $200 Swift County Homes, $1000 Synod, 

$500 Best Life Ministries, $500 Food Shelf/Swift County, and $500 to Samaritan Purse.  Tom made a motion to divide the 

Outreach donations as listed.  Mike seconded and motion carried. 

Property and Grounds:  caulking has been done 

Stewardship committee:  met before tonight’s meeting to go over the budget.  Will meet again. 

 Endowment -  

Worship and Music: did not meet.  Working on Lector Schedule. 

Back Pack Program:  Going well.  Food is going out to 85 – 90 kids per week.  On normal weekends 10 food items are 

packed.  Long weekends have 18 items.  The long break of the Christmas Holiday is yet to be figured out.  Most 

donations have come from businesses and large entities, but it was stressed that smaller amounts as little as $10 to $20 

from individuals would be appreciated.  They currently have funds to go through February.   Volunteer groups of 6-8 

people are scheduled through February for the packing process. 
  

Old business:   none 

New business: 

Outreach Committee Proposal:  report in committee reports 



*Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC):  Council discussed more details of PPRC which would act as a sounding 

board for Pastor and for the church.  More of a “dreaming committee” than about grievances or complaining. PPRC 

would include a six-person committee with three people appointed by the pastor and three appointed by the council 

(but not on the council).  Meetings to be held bi-monthly with no minutes taken for the rotating 3-year position.  A 

spokesperson would report to the council 1-2 times a year.  Byron made a motion to take action to form a Pastor Parish 

Relations Committee.  Tom seconded the motion and the motion carried.  Suggestions for members can be emailed to 

Brian. 

*Council Operational Calendar:  Brian handed out copies of the beginnings of an Operational Calendar listing a “to do by 

month” calendar for council to follow.  Property & Grounds added for April:  church maintenance for summer.  Food 

Shelf was added to October.  We’ll make additions as they come up. 

*Tom made a motion to release Jennifer Anderson (Ahrndt) from Trinity membership.  Stacy seconded the motion and it 

carried. 

*Copy Machine:  The current copy machine has been needing more service than normal.  With the lease contract 

coming due Bill acquired bids to lease a pre-owned copier or lease a new copier.  The third choice was to keep what we 

currently use.  Pam recommended the preowned copier which also had a folding machine and stapling option.  Byron 

made a motion to change copier machines replacing our current 9 year old with the preowned Konica copier.   Mark 

seconded and the motion carried. 

*North furnace:  The north furnace in sanctuary wasn’t heating properly, Craig serviced and changed filters on all 

furnaces and found nothing wrong with the North furnace however the north furnace still was only 66 on Sunday.  A 

second call has been made to Craig. 

*Byron was contacted for the outreach committee of Trinity to look into bringing a refuge family into Benson.  This 

brought up good conversation on what is involved:  commitments, jobs, obligation of our church to continue to help the 

family, teaching, interpreters and other resources.  Lutheran Refugee and Immigration Service is a place to get more 

information. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

January Newsletter articles are due by the December 14.  Annual Reports are due December 28. 

The next church council meeting will be Wednesday, January 6th with committee meetings at 6:30 if needed and council 

at 7:00. 

Annual meeting is January 17th. 

Tom made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Stacy seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted and Council approved, Deb Connolly 

 

 

 


