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Apr. 17, 2016 – (Easter 4, Mar) 

Sermon Text – Acts 17:1-9 (1 Thess. 1:1-10) 

 

- They came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.  And Paul went 

in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days argued with them from the scriptures… 

Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the 

devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women.  But the Jews became jealous, and 

with the help of some ruffians in the marketplaces they formed a mob and set the city in 

an uproar…They attacked Jason's house...They dragged Jason and some believers 

before the city authorities, shouting, "These people who have been turning the world 

upside down have come here also, and Jason has entertained them as guests. They are 

all acting contrary to the decrees of the emperor, saying that there is another king 

named Jesus." – 

 

- We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly  

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ…And you became imitators of us and of 

the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy 

Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. - 

 

 We’ve moved ahead quite a long way in the story since last week in chapter 3.  

Much has happened.  Stephen has been martyred.  The Christians have been 

persecuted in Jerusalem.  Paul, one of their main persecutors, has been knocked to 

the ground by a blinding flash of light and converted to be a Christian preacher and 

missionary.  He has taken the message of Jesus Christ northward to the gentiles in Asia 

Minor, present day Turkey.  Our reading for today describes a portion of his second 

missionary journey.  He and Silas have crossed the continental divide, moving out of 

Asia and onto the European continent and into northern Greece.  They have 

preached, witnessed, testified and been jailed in Philippi, where they have succeeded 

in attracting many new followers of Christ.  Now, they have moved westward along the 

main road, stopping in the major northern city of Thessalonica.  For three weeks, Paul 

has preached in the synagogue, arguing from the Jewish scriptures and proclaiming 

that Jesus is the Messiah.  His preaching is a success.  Many of the Jews are persuaded 

and join Paul and Silas, as well as many devout Greeks from the city and more than a 

few of the leading women.  The Jewish leaders become jealous.  They are not happy 

with these preachers from a foreign land coming in and upsetting their world.  They 

want them gone, so they stir up some trouble in the marketplace, recruiting some of 

the local thugs to find the outsiders.  While they are searching, they attack the house of 

Jason, one of the converts.  Paul and Silas are not there, but someone has to pay.  

They drag Jason and some of the others into court and accuse them of “turning the 

world upside down” and preaching that “there is another king” other than the 
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emperor.  Meanwhile, Paul and Silas have left the city, heading further west down the 

road to the city of Beroa, some fifty miles away. 

 

 The result of all this is that the foundations have been laid for a new congre-

gation in Thessalonica.  The church and the message of Jesus Christ is continuing to 

spread, as Jesus said it would, as the disciples and now Paul carry it from Jerusalem, 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  When Paul writes back to the 

people of Thessalonica, in what is believed to be the earliest recorded writing in the 

New Testament, he begins by thanking the people for their faith.  He says to them: 

 

 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor 

of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The people have done well.  They have received the message of the gospel.  They 

have remained faithful.  They continue to show love for one another.  They maintain 

their hope in Jesus Christ.  And they have done all this in spite of the persecution they 

have had to endure, not unlike that which began with the accusations against Jason 

and those first believers.  Paul continues in his letter: 

 

 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you 

received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an ex-

ample to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 

 

The reputation of the Thessalonians has spread throughout Greece.  They are held up 

as examples.  They have done what faithful people do.  They have remained faithful.  

And Paul wants to be sure that they understand how important this is.  He tells them 

thank you.  Thank you for your faith.  Thank you for your love.  Thank you for your 

steadfastness.  Thank you.  Thank you. 

 

 And that is really important.  Saying thank you is really important.  It’s one of the 

super powers we have as part of the church.  It’s a lot like sharing what we have to 

give, which we talked about last week.  It’s not really so special.  It’s hardly anything 

super.  And it isn’t very hard to do.  But it is powerful.  A few years ago, a man named 

Jack Kralik realized that he wasn’t very good at showing gratitude and his life wasn’t 

going very well either.  An inner voice kept telling him, "Until you learn to be grateful 

for the things you have, you will not receive the things you want."  So he decided to 

begin writing thank-you notes.  He started with his oldest son.  At Christmas, his son, a 
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grown man, had given him a one-cup-at-a-time coffee maker.  He loved it.  He 

wanted to say thank you.  But, when he sat down to write him a note, he realized that 

he didn't know his address.  He had to call his son to get it.  They talked.  And 

eventually, they met for lunch.  Afterward, he wrote his son a thank you for the lunch, 

and he resolved that he would write one thank you note every day for an entire year, 

which turned into a book titled “365 Thank Yous: The Year a Simple Act of Daily 

Gratitude Changed My Life.”  He wrote to family members, clients of his law firm and 

even the server at the shop where he got his morning coffee.  And to his surprise, 

gratitude became his way back to success and harmony.  He also wrote to people 

with whom he'd lost touch, and some of them renewed their friendships.  When the 

year was up, he stopped writing the notes briefly, but said, "That didn't work out for 

me."  He resumed the practice and now continues to write a note of thanks every day.  

Kralik admits that saying thank you didn’t change everything; but, it did make a 

difference.  He says, "In the act of being thankful -- which is after all good manners -- 

my world began to thrive."   

 

 So, this morning, I want to say thank you.  Thank you for being you.  Thank you 

for your faithfulness.  Thank you for your love.  Thank you for being steadfast in your 

witness to the good news of Jesus Christ.  And thank you for calling me and allowing 

me to serve you as your pastor.  And I want to give you a chance to say thank you to 

each other.  So, I’m going to suggest that we do the sharing of the peace right now, as 

the conclusion of the sermon.  And, instead of focusing on peace this morning, I’d like 

you to say thank you to one another.  You could say, “Thank you for being my spouse, 

my child, my parent,” or “Thank you for your faith,” or “Thank you for your witness,” 

“Thank you for your love,” or “Thank you for being here today.”  You’ll know what is 

best and most appropriate for you.  So, stand up (as you are able) and let’s say thank 

you to one another. 

       Amen. 


