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May 15, 2016 – (Day of Pentecost, Mar) 

Sermon Text – 1 Corinthians 12:1-13 (Acts 2:1-4) 

 

- Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed 

…Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says 

"Let Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit... To 

each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good… All these are acti-

vated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 

chooses.  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. – 

 

- Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 

as the Spirit gave them ability. - 

 

I don’t know if you remember back to the beginning of this preaching series when I 

asked you the question, “If you could have any ‘super power’ you wanted, what would 

it be?”  Some of you said that you would want to be able to fly.  Others said you would 

like the power to heal.  I think I shared the fact that I would like to have the ability to 

be invisible.  Throughout, we’ve seen the early church members discovering and using 

their “super powers” for the good of the church.  From the humble beginnings of Peter 

and John offering what they had – healing for a lame man – to the energy and power 

to “turn the world upside down” in Thessalonica, to the factional loyalties of the 

Corinthians, and to the most mysterious of powers, that of resurrection, the early 

church has shown itself to be full of life, of vital importance to the world around it and 

ready to carry out its mission of witnessing “to the ends of the earth.”  Yes, there have 

been some squabbles and difficulties along the way – growing pains – I suppose we 

could call them; but, for the most part, we have discovered a young church learning 

to use the powers that God has given it to affect and influence the world around it.  By 

extension, we have used their story as a mirror to reflect our story and to see ourselves 

as recipients of the same gifts and powers and abilities to affect and change the world 

around us. 

 

 Today we come to end of that, though we will continue to explore Paul’s 

correspondence with the Corinthian congregation, as we move into our summer 

preaching series next week.  Today, we hear about the many gifts of the spirit 

bestowed upon the members of the church at Corinth and we’ll look briefly at the 

original empowerment of the Spirit as it came upon the disciples on the Day of 

Pentecost.  You know that story well, so we have not read it yet today, how “fifty days 

later, after the events of Jesus’ death and resurrection, the disciples were all gathered 

together in one place, and the sound like the rush of a violent wind came from the 
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heavens and filled the entire house where they were sitting.  And tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  And all of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 

them utterance.”  Now, I want to point out just a couple of things about this story.  It 

says that the sound “was like the rush of a violent wind.”  So, what does that mean?  It 

sounded like a loud, roaring sound, but no real wind?  Maybe.  It made the sound of a 

freight train, but there was no train?  Well, you get the idea.  It was loud.  Second, they 

saw “tongues, as of fire.”  They weren’t really fire; but, they were like fire.  In other 

words, they were divided, flame-like phenomenon, which hovered over the heads of 

the disciples, signs of the Spirit’s presence.  And then, and I think this is the most 

important thing, they “rested on each of them” and “all of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit.”  No one was left out.  Everyone got a dose of the Spirit.  And the Spirit 

manifested itself in different ways.  In other words, they weren’t all speaking the same 

foreign language.  They were speaking different foreign languages, so that everyone 

who came together, because of the sound like the wind, heard them speaking in their 

own language. 

 

 Now, jump to the Corinthians and their manifestation of the Spirit.  Paul tells them, 

“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”  Notice that 

Paul tells them that the Spirit is given “to each” of the Corinthians.  Every one of them 

has the Spirit in them, just as each of you have the Spirit in you.  You don’t believe 

that?  Neither did they.  But Paul points them to their faith.  Do you have faith?  Then 

you must have the Spirit because, as Paul tells the Corinthians, “no one can say ‘Jesus 

is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.”    It’s the Spirit that creates faith in us.  It’s the Spirit 

which allows us to believe.  Without the Spirit, we can’t do it.  Without the Spirit, we will 

never believe.  That’s what Martin Luther was talking about in the Small Catechism, 

when he writes, “I cannot by my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus Christ my 

Lord or come to him.”  “I believe that I cannot believe…”  I think that’s the most 

insightful statement in the whole of Luther’s catechism.  Then Luther goes on, “But the 

Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts and 

sanctified and kept me in the one true faith.”  The Spirit provides your faith. 

 

 But the Spirit also has given you gifts – and this is Paul’s main point in his Letter to 

the Corinthians – and not all these gifts are the same.  So, he gives us a whole list:  

wisdom, knowledge, miracles, prophecy, discernment, various kinds of tongues and 

the interpretation of tongues.  And all of these are activated by the one Holy Spirit – 

one Spirit, many gifts.  What is his explanation?  The church is like a human body – one 

body, many parts.  And not all parts of the body do the same thing.  They have differ-

ent functions that work together for the sake of the entire body.  Therefore, there is no 
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way to make judgments about which of the Spirit’s gifts are better or more important.  

They are all important.  They are all necessary.  They are all required for the healthy 

functioning of the body.  So, you all have been given a gift by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  You have a “super power” to be shared with the rest of the body of Christ.  What 

is it?  Well, that you will have to figure out for yourself.  Maybe others will help you as 

they sense it in you.  But, know this, you have it.  And your job, as a follower of Christ, is 

to put it to good use.  We need it.  The church needs it.  The body of Christ needs it.  

And we need you. 

       Amen. 


