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May 22, 2016 – (Holy Trinity, Mar) 

Sermon Text – 2 Corinthians 1:1-11 

 

- For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is abundant 

through Christ.  If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we are being 

consoled, it is for your consolation, which you experience when you patiently endure the same 

sufferings that we are also suffering.  Our hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you share 

in our sufferings, so also you share in our consolation.  We do not want you to be unaware, 

brothers and sisters, of the affliction we experienced in Asia; for we were so utterly, unbearably 

crushed that we despaired of life itself.  Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of 

death so that we would rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.  He who rescued 

us from so deadly a peril will continue to rescue us; on him we have set our hope that he will 

rescue us again. - 

 

To say that Paul had a difficult relationship with the Corinthians is probably an under-

statement.  Today, we would say that it was “complicated.”  When I first had the 

opportunity to travel to Greece and visit some of the places where Paul had started 

congregations, Philippi, Thessalonica, Beroa, Corinth, I remember our guide in Beroa 

telling us, rather proudly, that Paul only wrote letters to places where he was having 

problems.  “You will notice that there is no Letter to the Beroans,” she said, “proof that 

he didn’t have trouble everywhere.”  If letter writing is the standard by which we 

measure the amount of difficulty one experiences in a place, than Paul had a lot of 

trouble with the Corinth-ians.  Today, we start six weeks of focus on themes from what 

the Bible calls Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians.  The truth of the matter is that it is 

called that only because it is the second letter that Paul wrote to the Corinthians that 

we have in the Bible.  In all likelihood, it’s at least the fourth.  Paul makes reference in 

his own writing to two other letters he wrote that are now lost to us.  And 2nd Corinthians 

may not be one letter at all.  It could be pieces of several letters that were later 

cobbled together by an editor, who thought it was a good idea to preserve the pieces 

in some sort of orderly fashion.  We’ll leave the scholars to debate those questions.  My 

only wish is that if that is so, he should have done a better job.  If Paul’s relationship 

with the Corinthians was complicated, it seems his correspondence with them was 

even more so.   

 

 Paul begins this letter, not with the usual thanksgiving for those to whom he is 

writing, but with a blessing.  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of all mercies and the God of all consolation…”  It is this word “consolation” 

that provides us with our first theme from the letter.  Consolation is sort of an old-

fashioned word.  We use it today to refer to lesser things that nobody probably ever 

wants.  Miss out on the big prize at the raffle drawing and maybe you will get a 

consolation prize.  Lose out in the baseball or softball tournament, and you get to go 
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into the consolation bracket.  It’s not the prize you wanted and it isn’t the place you 

want to play from in the competition; but, it’s better than nothing.  At least, you got 

something.  At least, you haven’t been completely eliminated.  To console someone 

means to comfort them, to provide them with relief, with support or with cheer.  The 

idea is to make someone feel better when something bad has happened.  That seems 

to be the reason that Paul is writing to the Corinthians at this time.  Something has 

happened in his relationship with the Corinthians that has caused conflict between 

them.  He has written a harshly worded letter to them, which he refers to as “the Letter 

of Tears,” one of the letters that are lost to us.  Apparently, as soon as he mailed it, he 

regretted what he had to say and wanted to soften its effect.  So, he begins this letter 

with words of blessing and consolation, “blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of all mercies and the God of all consolation…” 

 

 He then goes on to describe a kind of reciprocal relationship between suffering 

and consolation, between Jesus’ suffering and our consolation, and between our suf-

fering and our consolation.  In verse 8 he writes, “We do not want you to be unaware, 

brothers and sisters, of the affliction we experienced in Asia; for we were so utterly, 

unbearably crushed that we despaired of life itself.  Indeed, we felt that we had 

received the sentence of death so that we would rely not on ourselves but on God 

who raises the dead.”  Now, on this day when we are honoring our High School 

graduates, this is something that I want you to tuck away in the corner of your brain 

and take with you to use sometime later in life when you come to need it.  Today is not 

a day for consolation.  Today is a day for celebration.  Today is a day for rejoicing in 

your success.  Today is a day for honoring your accomplishments.  But, sometime in 

the future, and let’s hope that this is a long, long way off, there will come a day when 

you will feel like you are at your wits end, when everything for which you had hoped 

has seemingly fallen apart, when life seems all but over and there is no hope for a 

recovery, when you have missed out on the big prize or fallen into the losers bracket; 

then, remember, we have a God who raises the dead.  And you can count on that.  

You can rely on that.  You can put your trust in that.  For, just as you know that the 

suffering of Christ was for you, so you know that the consolation of Christ’s resurrection 

is also for you.  They are both a comfort in your affliction.  Christ knows your sufferings 

and Christ promises you new life beyond any and all of those same sufferings.  And 

that can be a great relief.  It can be a great comfort.  It can be a great support and 

source of cheer.  Christ’s victory over death provides us with the assurance that rescue 

is always possible.  No matter how dire our circumstances may become, help is on the 

way.  No matter how difficult our troubles may be, there is always hope to be had in 

the person of Jesus Christ.  Remember that.  It may be just the consolation you need 

someday, far off, in the distant future, a long, long time from now. 
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 I want to close with the words from a letter of consolation written by a modern-

day theologian to his father the year after his mother had died.  Life had become 

difficult for both of them.  It was filled with sadness and with grief.  He writes: 

 

 Real, deep love is, as you know, very unobtrusive, seemingly easy and 

obvious, and so present that we take it for granted. Therefore, it is often only in 

retrospect–or better, in memory–that we fully realize its power and depth. Yes, 

indeed, love often makes itself visible in pain. The pain we are now experiencing 

shows us how deep, full, intimate, and all-pervasive her love was. 

 

 Is this a consolation? Does this bring comfort? It appears that I am doing the 

opposite of bringing consolation. Maybe so. Maybe these words will only increase 

your tears and deepen your grief. But for me, your son, who grieves with you, 

there is no other way. I want to comfort and console you, but not in a way that 

covers up real pain and avoids all wounds. I am writing you this letter in the firm 

conviction that reality can be faced and entered with an open mind and an open 

heart, and in the sincere belief that consolation and comfort are to be found 

where our wounds hurt most. 

 

All of that is possible because we believe in God who raises that dead.  And that is a 

real consolation, comfort, relief and hope. 

         Amen. 


