
Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes, May 31, 2016 

Members Present: Pastor Art, Brian McNeill, Sheri Reuss, Laura Hulterstrum, Robyn Dehne,  

Stacy Lindahl, Byron Giese, Ron Lundebrek, Bob Neuman, and Tom Simonson 

Everyone was welcomed by Brian at 7:00 p.m. 

Devotion: Continued discussion on the Called Forward Together in Christ is a conversation the ELCA is 

having. Biblical text is Isaiah 55. Conversation starters discussed were: “Who would you like to see 

joining your congregation, and how might this happen?” and “What are the two biggest challenges facing 

your church right now? Do you have any ideas to address these issues and move us forward?” 

Pastor’s Report: A month to take a bit of a breath, summer schedule remains the same:  

June 10-11 SWMN Synod Assembly, July 24-31 vacation (supply preachers both Sundays), August 8-13 

ELCA Churchwide Assembly (supply preacher on August 14), September 11 vacation for 

granddaughter’s confirmation (supply preacher). There is an informational meeting on the synod trying to 

plan a trip to South Africa. 

Additions: New business bulletins, healthcare credit, bylaws, plaques 

Reports: 

Church Council Secretary’s Report: Reviewed and approved via e-mail. 

Church Financial Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve made by Sheri, seconded by Stacy, motion 

carried. 

Church Treasurer’s Report: No report; Bill on vacation. May & June reports at next meeting. 

Committee Reports: 

Altar Guild: Did not meet.  

Board of Education: Did not meet. Vacation Bible School set for June 6-10. 

Outreach & Community Relations: Drafting new member packets and church group activities for service. 

Property & Grounds: Discussed some issues for a closer look as possible urgent fixes. 

Stewardship & Finance: Did not meet. 

Worship & Music: Did not meet. Folders will be ready for summer services and guitar players lined up. 

Confirming services June 22, July 6, July 20, August 3, and August 17 to be held at 6:30 p.m. at 

Roosevelt Park. Bring your own lawn chair. 



Back Pack Program: Finished out the year. There were a few bumps along the way, but generally 

successful. A new food procurement person is in place. Funding is set up to get started next year but is a 

continuing issue. It costs approximately $13,000 per year to serve the approximate 2,500 meals. 

Endowment: Did not meet. 

Old Business: 

Speaker Problem in Back Fixed: Contact New Life Communications, and they sent a checklist of things 

to check before they should be needed to come out. Fixed without cost using the checklist. 

New Business: 

MN All State Choir Performance: Motion to approve the performance at Trinity on Tuesday, June 21
st
 

made by Tom, seconded by Laura, motion carried. Miriam Lindblad is organizing host families and a 

meal to be served by TIDES. 

MN All State Choir Support: Hannah Lindblad is a new member of the choir and is wondering if Trinity 

would help support her with the individual student cost. Council agreed to have a free will basket outside 

in the narthex on a Sunday. 

New Member: Valerie VanderWeyst requested to transfer in from Zion, Appleton. Motion to approve 

made by Byron, seconded by Tom, motion carried. 

Bulletins to Website: Discussion on the best time to post the bulletin on the Trinity website. Motion to 

post the bulletin on the website on Friday prior to that Sunday’s service instead of the Monday or 

Tuesday after made by Byron, seconded by Robyn, motion carried. 

Health Care Credit: Trinity was contacted by a recovery company offering to assist in recovering some 

money paid out in 2013 for health care costs due to an IRS credit with the new healthcare laws. Pastor 

will look into the IRS form and see if it is simple enough to complete in-house or if it would be beneficial 

to pay a company to recover the funds. 

Bylaws: A committee is needed to review and complete the Bylaws along with the Constitution changes 

the church wide synod assembly will be issuing after the August conference. Potential members will be 

contacted. 

Plaques Attached to Donated Items: Tabled until next meeting. 

  



Announcements:  

Newsletter articles due June 20
th
. 

Next council meeting Wednesday, July 20
th
 following the outdoor service. Committees as needed. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m., closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted and council approved, Sheri Reuss 


