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June 12, 2016 – (Pentecost 05, Mar) 

Sermon Text – 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 

 

- So we do not lose heart…For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an 

eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen 

but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be 

seen is eternal…So we are always confident…for we walk by faith, not by sight. - 

 

Let me tell you how good your educational ministry is.  I was here for four days of 

Vacation Bible School.  I had no responsibilities, except to hang out, see what was 

happening and interact once in a while with the students and the staff.  I had fun, and I 

think everyone else did too!  One of the regular features of the program had to do with 

“God sightings,” teaching the children to see God at work in the world around them.  

The children developed a number of themes.  The first was nature.  You can see God in 

nature.  I heard the students say, “I saw God in a bird, …in a fish, …in a bug, …in a 

worm, …in a tree, …in a flower, …in my dog, cat, sheep, goat, pig, horse or cow.”  A 

second theme was family.  You can see God in your family.  “I saw God in my mom, 

…in my dad, …in my cousin, …in my sister, or …in my brother; at least, I think I heard 

those last two, but maybe not so much.  A third theme was things that happen.  You 

can see God in things that happen.  “I saw God in swimming, … in playing, …in eating, 

…in learning, …in lots of things that happen.”  In addition, we met a number of “Bible 

Buddies,” who helped us to see how Jesus is involved in our lives, in that “Jesus gives 

us hope.”  “Jesus gives us courage.”  “Jesus gives us direction.”  And “Jesus gives us 

love.”  In all these ways, the students and the staff worked at seeing God at work in our 

world.  It was great.   

 

 At the same time, while the children were seeing God, the pastors were not 

seeing God.  As we gathered to study this week’s lessons, one of them began our 

discussion by saying, “I’m very fearful.  I don’t like the way things are going.”  Others 

joined in, “I’m worried.”  “I’m not happy.”  “I’m afraid.”  They didn’t seem to have 

much of the “hope, courage, direction or love” that the children had been learning 

about, and they certainly weren’t seeing God at work in the world around them.  Now, 

maybe the problem is that the pastors don’t spend enough time looking around and 

investigating the things that make for seeing the presence of God, the worms, and 

bugs, and people and actions.  Or, maybe they look around too much.  They watch 

the news.  They read the papers.  They listen to the radio.  They are always looking and 

seeing what is wrong with the world.  It is a violent place, full of conflict and warfare.  It 

is a sinful place, full of criminal activity and scheming.  It is a place of suffering, full of 

hardships and difficulties.  And it is a place of mourning, full of disappointment and 
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sadness.  It seems to us that the world is much less than the place God meant it to be.  

Oh, it has its moments.  There are times of great happiness and achievement.  There 

are occasions of great triumph and joy.  Yesterday, Brenda and I attended the wed-

ding of our neighbors’ daughter.  It was a very happy and joyful event.  Others in the 

congregation have had or are planning similar events for this summer.  It seems like it 

will become a theme for us.  I hope there will be much joy in each of those events.   

 

 In Paul’s 2nd Letter to the Corinthians, as we have it in our Bibles, after discussing 

all the hardships that he and the others are enduring in their service to preaching and 

spreading the good news of Jesus Christ, he tells them, “So we do not lose 

heart…because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for 

what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.”  And then a little 

further on, “For we walk by faith, not be sight.”  This is crucial for understanding Paul.  

We do not see as God sees.  We cannot see as God sees.  God is eternal.  God is ever- 

present.  God is all knowing.  We are not.  God can see everything.  God can look far 

into the future and God can remember long ago in the past.  God can gaze far 

beyond the range of our most powerful telescopes and God can glimpse deep inside 

the tiniest of atoms.  God can do that.  We can’t.  Yet, Paul is confident in his relation-

ship with Jesus Christ and through the power of the Holy Spirit to say that “this slight 

momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all mea-

sure.”  We may not be able to see it, but Paul is convinced that it is there because Paul 

knows God.  And Paul knows Jesus.  And Paul knows the Holy Spirit.  Paul knows the 

triune God.  And Paul believes that the God of the Trinity will neither fail nor disappoint.  

God is too powerful for all that.  And God has shown us that power in raising Christ from 

death to new life.  Faith believes that.  Faith knows that.  Faith understands that.  In 

another letter from the New Testament, we read, “Now faith is the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  Faith doesn’t depend on seeing.  It 

comes from hearing.  And what we hear, what we proclaim, is Jesus Christ, and him 

crucified and risen.  Faith gets its assurance from that. 

 

 No matter whether we are seeing God at work in things around us or not, Paul 

says that we will always long for more.  We will always want to be further clothed in the 

glory of God.  Or we will always want to live in a greater place of God’s invention.  

Whichever of these metaphors, which Paul seems to mix together in this passage, we 

choose, his assurance is that God will provide what we need, what we long for, for 

which we hope.  We may not be able to see it when we look around in our world, but it 

is there.  God can see it.  And God will make it happen.  You can count on that. 

           Amen. 

 


