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Aug. 7, 2016 – (Pentecost 13, Mar) 

Sermon Text – Job 42:7-17 

 

- And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his friends; and the 

Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before…Then there came to him all his brothers 

and sisters and all who had known him before, and they ate bread with him in his house; 

they showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the Lord had brought 

upon him; and each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring.  The Lord 

blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning…After this Job lived one hundred 

and forty years, and saw his children, and his children’s children, four generations.  And 

Job died, old and full of days. - 

 

It happened quite quickly.  Brenda and I were attending a large gathering of people in 

celebration of a big event in the life of an acquaintance.  We were seated with six 

others around one of those big, round tables near the entrance to a large reception 

hall.  Suddenly, a man and his wife appeared at the door.  They entered and made 

their way toward another table.  I hardly noticed.  Brenda was up and gone from our 

table immediately.  The others at our table followed her with their eyes as she made 

her way over to the other table.  There were quite surprised, I think, to see her embrace 

the man in a “long, joyful and affectionate” hug.  Someone at our table tapped me on 

the shoulder to get my attention.  “Does she know him?” they asked, as I glanced in 

the direction they were all staring.  “Yes,” I said, when I saw who the man was, “She 

knows him, and she can hug him as long and as much as she wants!”  You see, to me 

that man represents Job.  He has suffered one of the most horrendous losses that could 

ever befall a human being.  To me, what happened to his is so horrible, that I can 

barely imagine it.  Yet, after all the suffering, after all the sadness, after all the things 

that he has been through, he now lives a good life, restored to him by the grace of a 

loving God, who never let him go, even in the deepest darkness of his tragedy.  It 

helps, too, that he had a great grief counselor, one who are able to empathize and 

bring comfort and hope, rather than words of blame and guilt, like Job’s advisors 

would have done.  He now lives a happy life, together with his wife and family and 

children.  He is a successful business man and a person of deep faith.  He deserves 

those hugs after what he has been through, and I will gladly hug him too! 

 

 Many people do not like the ending to the book of Job.  They think it sends the 

wrong message.  They think it intends to say that those who remain faithful will be 

rewarded.  They think it emphasizes the actions of the righteous which earn God’s love 

and divine favor.  I do not.  I think the ending of Job is what gives the book its power.  I 

think then ending of Job is what provides the profound hope I find in its pages.  I think 

the ending of Job is crucial to understanding the mystery of God’s presence and the 
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message of God’s grace.  The book of Job is intended to read like a fable.  It is an 

elaborate parable, a story intended to teach us a lesson about God.  If you can 

remember back to where this all began, you will recall that God had proclaimed Job 

to be “my servant…a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from 

evil.”  In the end, God again proclaims him to be “my servant…[who has] spoken of 

me what is right” in contrast to his three friends, who have not been accurate in their 

portrayal of God.  Their point, in their conversations with Job, has been that God 

punishes sin.  That must be the reason why Job suffers.  He did something wrong and 

God is punishing him with all the multitude of his sufferings.  They are wrong, and God 

says so!  Job protests his innocence.  And he is right.  His suffering has nothing to do 

with his actions or his faith.  He shows himself to be both righteous and faithful. 

 And job is willing to talk directly to God.  He is the only one in the book who 

prays.  That seems significant.  And God answers.  I wish I could have been here the 

last two weeks to hear what Pastors Harold and Harvey have had to say about that.  

I’m sure that they taught you well.  In the conversation, Job comes to understand that 

God is all-powerful, and he is not.  God is the creator, and he is not.  God is the one in 

charge, and he is not.  And that is good for all of us to remember; but, I don’t think it is 

the most important thing that is being taught.  What seems most important, in my mind, 

is that God is with Job through everything.  God is willing to be there for him.  God is 

willing to suffer with him.  God is willing to take hold of him and hang on to him 

(embrace him with a divine bear-hug, if you will), in order to bring him comfort and 

hope.  In the end, God is willing to restore Job’s life, to raise him from the depths of 

suffering to a new life of happiness and joy.  In the end, we are told that “the Lord gave 

Job twice as much as he had before,” twice as much in worldly possessions as he had 

had before, and twice as much joy, I presume, in his children, 7 sons and 3 daughters, 

who are described as “beautiful” and who share in the inheritance of Job’s estate, and 

twice as much pleasure in the living of his life, which was long, and full, “to the fourth 

generation,” when “Job died, old and full of days.”  The point is this:  Just as the 

experience of suffering and evil is a mystery, so is the experience of God’s grace.  I 

imagine that somewhere in the middle of his new life, Job would have looked around 

at all he had and said, “How did this happen?”  There is no accounting for it.  It is all a 

pure gift.  Life is given to us by God’s grace.  Sometimes it’s good.  Sometimes it’s 

really, really good.  Sometimes it’s bad.  Sometimes it’s really, really bad.  It can be 

filled with all kinds of suffering and sadness.  But, no matter what happens, God is there 

for us.  And, by God’s power, we can be restored to new life in this world or the next.  

We can see that most clearly in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  But, it’s already there 

for us in Job.  God can bring us new life, a restoration , a resurrection, a gigantic 

embrace, through the power of God’s grace, through the power of God’s grace, which 

wills nothing but good and blessing for all God’s people. 



3 

 

           Amen. 


