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Nov. 27, 2016 – (Advent 1, Luk) 

Sermon Text – Daniel 6:6-27  
 

- Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the 

whole world: "May you have abundant prosperity!  I make a decree, that in all my royal 

dominion people should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: For he is the living 

God, enduring forever. His kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion has no 

end.  He delivers and rescues, he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; for 

he has saved Daniel from the power of the lions." - 
 

 “There ought to be a law about that!”  Have you ever felt that way?  Have you ever felt 

that people are getting away with something that they shouldn’t be doing?  Or have 

you ever felt that people are not doing something that they should be doing?  I know 

that I have.  And given that we live in a litigious society, in which the legality of actions 

must be decided by the courts and in which people are ready to sue one another at 

the drop of a hat, we should be able to understand this situation with Daniel and king 

Darius.  But, I have to admit that I don’t get it.  I don’t get the concern of the conspir-

ators.  They suggest that there is a problem with a faithful servant who takes the time to 

go home and pray privately to his God three times a day.  That doesn’t seem like a 

problem to me; but, maybe I’m naïve.  I don’t get the ease with which king Darius is 

manipulated.  The conspirators come to him with a mere suggestion, “King, you should 

decree that it is illegal for anyone to pray to someone other than you for the next thirty 

days.  Oh, and, uh,…how about adding a specific punishment to that law?  Maybe you 

could throw that person into a den of lions.”  Sure, that sounds like a good idea.  And I 

don’t get the notion that once a decree is signed into law, it cannot be changed.  It’s 

mentioned several times that this was the practice of the Persians and the Medes; but, 

it seems like a bad idea.  Bad laws should be able to be changed.  And good laws 

should be enforceable whether they have been signed or not.  There needs to be 

some flexibility built into the system, or we end up enforcing injustices against innocent 

people. 

 

 Of course, whether I get it or not is not important.  The fact is that Daniel has 

given us this story which we have taught for years to our Sunday School children, but it 

has never before been a part of our regular preaching cycle.  It’s a cute story, I sup-

pose, if we take out all the blood and the violence.  After all, it has animals – nice kitty 

cats, big ones, but nice ones.  They are harmless, at least as long as God’s angel 

keeps their mouths closed, so that they don’t bother Daniel in the least.  They provide a 

picture of God’s “peaceable kingdom,” in which the prophet Isaiah envisioned that 

“the lion shall lay down with the lamb,” to which I have always appreciated Woody 

Allen’s comic commentary, “but the lamb won’t get much sleep!”  The fact is that, as 
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Daniel tells the story, Daniel sleeps just fine.  He is in no danger.  He has nothing to fear.  

He is perfectly safe among the residents of the lion’s den.  Remarkably, it is king Darius 

who does not sleep.  King Darius frets and worries.  King Darius fasts and paces.  King 

Darius fusses and wonders what he has done.  He wishes no harm to come to Daniel.  

He does not want him to be punished.  Nor does he want the guilt of having blundered 

into sentencing an innocent man to death.  Daniel sleeps.  King Darius does not. 

 

 And this seems to be the reason – Daniel is faithful to his calling.  Daniel is stead-

fast in carrying out his devotion to God.  Daniel is committed to cultivating a relation-

ship with the source of his life and his power.  I don’t know if you have ever considered 

prayer to be a subversive activity, but it is.  The conspirators are right about that.  

Prayer is powerful.  Prayer is potent.  Prayer is persuasive.  Prayer can put us in touch 

with a much more important source of influence than the decrees of the king or the 

laws of the land.  Prayer connects us with God.  Prayer opens us to God’s leading.  

Prayer allows us to see things through the eyes of God.  Researchers have recently 

concluded that prayer and scripture reading are the two most important things we do 

in our lives of faith.  That may not be too astounding, but it seems like it is something we 

should be putting into practice.  We need to be like Daniel.  We need to seek God’s 

guidance.  We need to be listening to God and then sharing our discoveries with one 

another.  And we need to be seeking one another’s prayers for us, for our congrega-

tion, and for our world.  Why not try it during the season of Advent?  Why not try a new 

discipline?  Or why not add to one that you are already doing?  This is the time for 

preparing to celebrate the living presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Why not get ready 

by inviting him to be a part of your life now?  You have the Bible readings for each day 

of our narrative lectionary in your monthly newsletter.  Why not pick a time each day 

to read the passage.  Then spend 5 minutes in prayer.  Ask God what the passage 

means for you and for your life.  And ask what it means for us as a congregation of 

people who are followers of Christ.  Ask what we should be doing in our world or how 

we should be acting in our lives in order to be faithful to our callings as people who are 

present-day disciples of Jesus.  Then write a few notes in a notebook, in a file on your 

computer, on a sticky note in the corner of your brain, wherever you can keep track of 

such things.  And then, bring those suggestions to the rest of us.  Talk to me.  Talk to 

someone on the council.  Talk to a member of a committee.  Talk to us when you 

come to a meeting.  This is something we can do together, between now and 

Christmas, to help us prepare for our celebration! 

 

 Maybe the conspirators were right to fear Daniel.  Maybe they were right to think 

there ought to be a law.  Maybe they were right to manipulate king Darius into almost 

getting Daniel killed in the lion’s den.  Prayer changes everything.  But the story also 
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tells us that Daniel was right too.  Daniel was right to continue his prayers.  Daniel was 

right to keep his devotional practices going.  Daniel was right.  He had done nothing 

wrong.  He was simply being faithful to God.  And so, God sent an angel to close the 

mouths of the lions.  They did not harm him in the least.  There was nothing about which 

King Darius needed to worry.  In the end, he issues a new decree.  It proclaimed that 

everyone should begin to pray to “the God of Daniel: For he is the living God, enduring 

forever.  His kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion has no end.”  This is 

the truth of the matter.  This is the conclusion that comes from this incident.  This is the 

One, whose birth we are now preparing to celebrate, Jesus, the One who is “with us,” 

the One who will die for us, the One whom God will raise up again, that we might know 

that his, like Daniel’s, is the way of obedience.  So, let us ready our hearts again this 

year through prayer, to receive him, as we once again celebrate his advent into our 

lives.  

 

       Amen. 


