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Nov. 20, 2016 – (Christ the King, Luk) 

Sermon Text – Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; then 31:31-34  
 
- And Jeremiah ordered Baruch, saying, "I am prevented from entering the house of the Lord; so 

you go yourself, and on a fast day in the hearing of the people in the Lord's house you shall read 

the words of the Lord from the scroll that you have written at my dictation…It may be that their 

plea will come before the Lord, and that all of them will turn from their evil ways, for great is the 

anger and wrath that the Lord has pronounced against this people."  And Baruch son of Neriah 

did all that the prophet Jeremiah ordered him about reading from the scroll the words of the Lord 

in the Lord's house…Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll…As Jehudi read three or four 

columns, the king would cut them off with a penknife and throw them into the fire in the brazier, 

until the entire scroll was consumed in the fire that was in the brazier…The days are surely coming, 

says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  

It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke…But this is the covenant that I 

will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and 

I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. - 

 

So, let’s make things simple today, shall we?  Suppose you had a choice to make.  

Suppose you were told that you need to change just one thing about your life or 

something bad would happen.  Could you do it?  Could you choose to make that 

change or not?  For instance, suppose you have a health problem.  You go to your 

doctor.  You talk to him or her about your situation.  He or she does their examination 

and gives you the results.  The doctor tells you that they have good news and bad 

news.  The bad news is that if nothing changes you will certainly die.  The good news is 

that there is still time.  You can make one, simple, little change and everything will be 

better.  Can you do it, or not?  Or let’s say you have a financial problem.  You spend 

too much money or, at least, you don’t make enough income to keep up with your 

spending.  Your financial planner tells you he or she has good news and bad news.  

The bad news is that if you keep on the way you are going, you will soon be in deep 

trouble.  The good news is that you still have time to make the one, simple, little 

change that will keep you out of the condition of financial despair.  Can you make the 

change, or not?  Or, if you like, suppose you have a relationship problem.  Anger and 

animosity over the actions or the attitudes of someone in your life are eating away at 

you.  Your counselor tells you that they have good news and bad news.  The bad news 

is that if you continue in the way you are going, harboring resentments and holding 

grudges, you will certainly ruin your emotional wellbeing.  The good news is that there 

is still time for you to make the one, simple, little change that will bring you back to 

emotional health.  Can you make that change, or not? 

 

 Well, if you are like most people, and I assume that you are, scientists tell us that 

there is a 9 to 1 probability that you will not be able to make the change.  That means 

that 9 times out of 10, when people are confronted with a simple choice to change 
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one, single, little thing about their lives, in order to make a big difference in their health 

and wellbeing, they will not do it.  They will choose to remain the same and live with 

the bad news consequences of their choice.  “Change or die?” Oh,…why change?  It 

reminds me of the old joke about “How many Lutherans does it take to change a light 

bulb?”  “What?...Change?”  To some of us, it’s unthinkable.  We can’t imagine it.  It’s 

just too much to possibly comprehend.  Of course, to anyone on the outside, the lack 

of change is equally baffling.  To the doctor, the financial planner or the counselor, the 

choice is so simple and the change is so easy that they cannot see why their patient or 

client doesn’t do it.  “Why choose death,” they wonder, “when life is so easily within 

their grasp?”  “Why choose a life of emotional distress and ultimate unhappiness, when 

life could so easily be made happy and free of problems?”  “Why?  I guess we just 

don’t know…” 

 

 “But, let’s make a guess…”  Let’s say that maybe there is something precious in 

our lives that we would have to give up in order to change.  Let’s say that we would 

have to modify our self-image, that we would have to admit our faults, or that we 

would have to find a way to accept the possibility that we might be wrong in our opin-

ions or our attitudes.  That certainly seems to be the case with king Jehoiahkim.  He 

was one of the last kings of the southern kingdom of Judah.  He came into power when 

Babylon was starting to exert its influence in the region.  He was a bad king.  His father, 

Josiah, had been a good king, but Jehoiahkim was bad.  He did not listen to God.  He 

did not honor the words of the prophets.  He did not hear what Jeremiah had to say, 

even when it was written down for everyone to see.  I love this image of the king sitting 

in his winter apartment, next to a warm fire, listening while his servant, Jehudi, reads 

from the scroll that Jeremiah has dictated.  As he listens, every once in a while, he 

reaches over with his knife, slices off a piece of the scroll and throws it into the fire.  

“No,” he seems to be saying, “Not going to do that!   Not going to do that, either!  

Really, not going to change, no matter what!  Given the choice, I think I’d rather die.”  

Now, maybe we make some special allowance for a king.  After all, he has more to 

lose, I suppose, than many of us.  But, Jeremiah is asking for only one, simple, little 

thing to make all the difference in the world.  “It may be…that, [when the people hear 

what Jeremiah has written] all of them will turn from their evil ways…”  Maybe they will 

change.  Maybe they will not.  What could it hurt?  As a nation, they could choose to 

live, rather than to be destroyed.  But, sadly, neither the king, nor the rest of them, will 

choose to change. 

 

 However, all is not lost.  With God, things are different.  The good news is that it 

doesn’t all depend on our choices.  “The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I 

will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not 
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be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors…a covenant that they broke… 

But this is the covenant that I will make with [them]…says the Lord: I will put my law 

within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people.”  “If they won’t do it,” says the Lord, “I will do it for them.  I will make the 

change.  I will make it possible for them to live.”  And that is grace, and that is mercy, 

and that is forgiveness, and that is the work of a mighty good king, of one who is willing 

to die on a cross, for the sake of all God’s people.  That is the point Jesus is making to 

his disciples in his last supper as he institutes the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  “This 

is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.”  Jesus sees the one, simple, little thing that we have such a hard 

time doing, and he makes it happen for us, taking our unwillingness to change upon 

himself, and nailing it to the cross, so that it can’t hurt us anymore, so that we can be 

free, so that we don’t have to be like King Jehoiahkim, choosing death instead of life, 

so that we can know his love, so that we can be his people, so that we can turn to 

God, so that we can live.  And that is a great and powerful thing! 

            Amen. 


