
Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes, November 3, 2016 

Members Present: Pastor Art, Brian McNeill, Sheri Reuss, Stacy Lindahl, Byron Giese, Ron Lundebrek, 

Mike Johnson, Bill Hoberg, Robyn Dehne, Tom Simonson, and Mark Grussing 

Everyone was welcomed by Brian at 7:00 p.m. 

Devotion: 1 Corinthians 10. Financial problems at the congregational level all the way to the synod level.  

The supports of the synod start are starting to crumble. Then what happens.  Showed a video by the synod 

on a financial initiative to Embrace God’s Mission Equip God’s People. 

Pastor’s Report: Busy with parish visits; done with jury duty pool for U.S. District Court; conference 

minister role slightly changed but has been renewed for another year; will be talking to the executive 

committee about including insurance benefits for Brenda starting next June when hers run out that would 

financially benefit all. 

Additions: Early Communion and Disaster Preparedness to Old Business and Charging for Church Usage 

and Provisions to Pay Commitments to New Business. 

Reports: 

Church Council Secretary’s Report: Reviewed and approved via e-mail. 

Church Financial Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve made by Byron, seconded by Tom, motion 

carried. 

Church Treasurer’s Report: Motion to approve made by Mike, seconded by Mark, motion carried. 

Committee Reports: 

Altar Guild: Did not meet.  

Board of Education: Did not meet.  

Outreach & Community Relations: Proposal complete to give to new members and existing members 

alike; will be in the annual report for all to review/comment. 

Back Pack Program: Going well; numbers are down to 70 students; will be mentioned in the next 

Community Ed brochure and a notice to those using the Swift County Food Shelf to any that 

might be out there with the need. 

Property & Grounds: Water softener may be having some issues, watching it for another monthly billing 

cycle to see if it was just a high usage event; broken windows at the front of the sanctuary have been 

fixed; discussed disaster preparedness. 



Stewardship & Finance: Selected an insurance enrollment plan before the November 1
st
 deadline with a 

cost level relatively the same as last year. 

Worship & Music: Did not meet.  

Endowment: Did not meet. 

Old Business: 

Early Communions: General discussion at Pastor’s suggestion.  Current accepted practice at Trinity is 

children receiving first communion in 5
th
 grade. This age is just a guideline but is regularly lowered as a 

congregation chooses.  Brief discussion and decision to continue as is for now. Tentatively planning this 

year’s classes in January/February. 

Disaster Preparedness Plan: General discussion at Pastor’s suggestion.  Long report guidance to review.  

Appears to be a good idea and will start to chip away at the rather lengthy process for the portions that 

pertain to our congregation. 

New Business: 

Charging for Church Usage: Discussion on current practice that members are charged nothing for usage 

of the church but nonmembers are charged. Motion to charge a $50 janitorial fee for all special events 

held at the church by members or nonmembers made by Robyn, seconded by Stacy, motion carried. 

Provisions to Pay Commitments: No commitments have been paid to date with only one month 

remaining. The council will continue to discuss options as we get into the holiday months.  At this time 

giving has to increase or the only options available will be to borrow the funds or sell the parsonage in 

order to decrease operating costs. 

Announcements:  

Newsletter articles due November 21
st
. 

Next council meeting Wednesday, December 7
th
 at 7:00 p.m. Committees as needed at 6:30 p.m. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m., closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted and council approved, Sheri Reuss 


