
Statement of Faith 

 We believe we are chosen by God, our 

Creator, to participate in the ongoing 

work of creation by holding life sacred 

and being good stewards of God’s 

gracious gifts.  We believe we are chosen 

by Jesus Christ, our Savior, to 

participate in the ongoing work of 

spreading the Good News of God’s 

saving love and serving others in the 

name of the Lord.  We believe we are 

chosen by the Holy Spirit, who calls us 

through the Gospel to believe in Jesus 

Christ, gathers us as a community of 

believers to worship together and 

support one another, and enlightens us 

with gifts of love, forgiveness and 

everlasting life.  We believe the Holy 

Spirit nourishes our growth, preserves 

us in faith, and keeps us in God’s grace 

forever.  Amen. 

 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also with you. 

 

Offering 

 

Offertory                                    Red Folder  

“Everybody’s Got Something to Offer” 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 As God’s people called to love one 

another, let us pray for the needs of the 

Church, the human family, and all the 

world. 
 

(Each petition ends:  “God of justice,”  

Response:  “Hear our prayer.”) 
 

All these things and whatever else you see 

that we need, grant us, O God, for the sake 

of Christ who died and rose again, and now 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit,  one God, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and 

teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our  trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy 

Spirit, bless you now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn                            Red Folder  

“We Can Make a Difference” 

 

Bells 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Prelude                                  Lorri Pederson 

 

Bells 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Brief Order for Confession &  Forgiveness 

 We confess our sins before God and 

one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

Light of the world, your patience with 

us is never ending. You have shown us 

wonders, yet we are so often complacent. 

You have showered us with mercy, yet 

we withhold mercy from others. You 

have given us everything, and we act as 

though we were entitled all along. 

Forgive us these and all our secret sins. 

You know our hearts; we implore you to 

make us whole again. Amen. 

The words of Jesus’ pardon are trustworthy 

and true: Your faith has made you well. 

May our hearts overflow with gratitude at 

the gift of God’s mercy, and may we also 

be merciful in our turn. In the name of 

Christ, Amen. 

 

Hymn                                           LBW #90  

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

“Kyrie Eleison”                          Red Folder 

 

Dialog 

In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 
In the Word was life,  

and the life was the light of all people.  
The Word became flesh and lived among 

us,  

and we have seen his glory, full of grace 

and truth. 

 

“The Journey of Praise”            Red Folder 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Heavenly Father, with joy and awe we 

praise you for claiming us as your sons 

and daughters, and for pouring your 

Holy Spirit upon us.  Help us to prepare 

this earth for your glory, and shine your 

light on all your faithful children, for the 

sake of the one whose birth and baptism 

brought renewal and transformation to 

this world, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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Special Music – [If Any] 

 

First Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:4-13 
 

4
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 

same Spirit; 
5
and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; 
6
and there are 

varieties of activities, but it is the same 

God who activates all of them in everyone. 
7
To each is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the common good. 
8
To one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of 

wisdom, and to another the utterance of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
9
to 

another faith by the same Spirit, to another 

gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 
10

to 

another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another the discernment of 

spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, 

to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11

All these are activated by one and the 

same Spirit, who allots to each one 

individually just as the Spirit chooses.  
12

For just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. 
13

For in the one Spirit we were all 

baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 

slaves or free—and we were all made to 

drink of one Spirit.  

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 51:6-17 

             (read responsively by verse) 
6
You desire truth in the inward being; 

therefore teach me wisdom in my secret 

heart.  

7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 

clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter 

than snow.  
8
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the 

bones that you have crushed rejoice.  
9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot 

out all my iniquities.  
10

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 

put a new and right spirit within me.  
11

Do not cast me away from your 

presence, and do not take your holy 

spirit from me.  
12

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and sustain in me a willing spirit.  
13

Then I will teach transgressors your 

ways, and sinners will return to you.  
14

Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O 

God of my salvation, and my tongue will 

sing aloud of your deliverance.  
15

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth 

will declare your praise.  
16

For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I 

were to give a burnt offering, you would 

not be pleased.  
17

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a 

broken spirit; a broken and contrite 

heart, O God, you will not despise.  

 

“Giver of the Heartbeat”            Red Folder 
 

Gospel:  Luke 3:1-22 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of 

Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 

Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 
2
during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness. 
3
He went into 

all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, 
4
as it is written in the 

book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

“The voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 
5
Every valley shall 

be filled, and every mountain and hill shall 

be made low, and the crooked shall be 

made straight, and the rough ways made 

smooth; 
6
and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.’” 
7
John said to the 

crowds that came out to be baptized by 

him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8
Bear 

fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin 

to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 

from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. 
9
Even now the ax is lying at the 

root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.” 
10

And the crowds 

asked him, “What then should we do?” 
11

In 

reply he said to them, “Whoever has two 

coats must share with anyone who has 

none; and whoever has food must do 

likewise.” 
12

Even tax collectors came to be 

baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, 

what should we do?” 
13

He said to them, 

“Collect no more than the amount 

prescribed for you.” 
14

Soldiers also asked 

him, “And we, what should we do?” He 

said to them, “Do not extort money from 

anyone by threats or false accusation, and 

be satisfied with your wages.”  
15

As the people were filled with 

expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he 

might be the Messiah, 
16

John answered all 

of them by saying, “I baptize you with 

water; but one who is more powerful than I 

is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
17

His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 

his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 
18

So, with many other 

exhortations, he proclaimed the good news 

to the people. 
19

But Herod the ruler, who 

had been rebuked by him because of 

Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because 

of all the evil things that Herod had done, 
20

added to them all by shutting up John in 

prison.  
21

Now when all the people were baptized, 

and when Jesus also had been baptized and 

was praying, the heaven was opened, 
22

and 

the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 

bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 

from heaven, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

Gospel Hymn                              LBW #36 

“On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day                        LBW #194 

“All Who Believe and Are Baptized” 

 
 



Ushers: Chad Payne, Mike Heinzig, Pat 

Kellner, Robert Neuman, Brandon Tweten 

Acolytes:  Jordan Erickson, Taylor Duncan 

Lector: Deb Connolly 
 

Prayer concerns: Marge Friedlein 

 

Sympathies to Brock Duncan & family on 

the death of his mother, Barbara Clausen. 

 

All Financial books need to be audited!  If 

your group has a checkbook, savings 

account, or income please turn in books 

and bank statements ASAP.  Any questions 

see, Jodee Erickson, Brock Duncan or 

Mike Heinzig. 

 

The Annual Meeting of Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Benson MN will be on Sunday 

January 15
th

 following the 9:00 am worship 

service.  We will have a potluck meal to 

follow meeting.   

 

There will be a short Church Council 

meeting with newly elected members 

following the Annual meeting on Sunday 

Jan 15th to elect officers and assign 

committees.  Installation of Council will be 

Sunday January 22. 

 

TIDES will take Christmas decorations 

down today  Jan 8th 10:30 am.  There next 

meeting will be Jan 22nd TIDES 4:00 p.m. 
 

ROCK will meet on Wednesday, January 

11 after school.  Friends are welcome. Call 

Marlene if you need a ride, 320-226-7372. 

 

 

Trinity is delivering Meals on Wheels 

January 16-20.  Please sign up on the sheet 

on the bulletin board in the narthex.  Thank 

you to everyone who volunteers.  

 

We are Blessed is the theme for the 

Women's Retreat on January 27 & 28 at 

Shores of Lake Andrew Retreat Center. 

Registration is needed by January 15. Cost 

is $50. See poster in Narthex for more 

details. 

 

Adult Bible Study The Sunday morning 

Adult Bible Study class will begin again on 

Sunday, January 22
nd

.  As we approach the 

500
th

 Anniversary of the Reformation, 

presiding bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, has 

proposed that we might join together with 

other Lutherans across the ELCA to once 

again familiarize ourselves with the 

teachings on Martin Luther’s Small 

Catechism.  Don’t worry.  You won’t have 

to do any memorization and there won’t be 

any homework.  Just come each week 

ready to read and discuss.  We’ll begin 

with an introduction to Luther’s writing, 

then move on to the Ten Commandments.  

And, as a bonus, all participants receive a 

free copy of the Small Catechism! 

 

Dear Trinity Family, Thank you for all 

your prayers, words of comfort, hugs, 

cards, memorials, also the beautiful 

bouquet during the past month and the 

death of my mother/grandmother.  Pam, 

Rob Anderson & family  

 

 

 

 

This Week's Schedule 

 

Sun. 9:00-Worship 

1/08 10:00-Coffee Hour- Worship & 

   Music Committee 

  10:15-Sunday School 

Wed. 1:30-WELCA 

1/11 3:30-ROCK 

  5:15-Confiramtion 

  6:30-Bell Choir 

  7:30-Pastor, Parish Relation  

   committee 

Thurs,.  8am-Quilting 

Sun. 9:00-Communion Worship 

1/15 10:00-Sunday School 

  10:00-Annual Meeting 

  11:00-Council meeting 

  11:00-Potluck dinner 

 
 


