
1 

 

Jan. 8, 2017 – (Epiphany 1, Luk)  

Sermon Text – Luke 3:1-22 
 

- The word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the 

region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  Every valley 

shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be 

made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of 

God.' " - 
 

 The pastor was brand new.  He had come to the congregation fresh from the semi-

nary.  Within his first week, two members of the congregation died.  In the next week, 

two more died.  In his first month, he had a total of eight funerals.  As a result, his time 

for writing sermons had been greatly limited and this lack of preparation took its toll.  

Not knowing exactly what to do, he simply decided to preach the one sermon he had 

written for his first Sunday in the congregation over and over again.  So, he repeated it 

each of the next three Sundays.  That was when the leadership of the congregation 

started to worry.  They called the synod office to complain.  “What should we do?” 

they asked, “This new pastor has now used the same sermon four times in a row!”  The 

Synod Minister they reached was indeed surprised; but, after a moment, she asked 

them what the sermon was about.  The members were puzzled by this simple question.  

They hemmed and hawed, but they really couldn’t remember.  Finally, the Synod 

Minister said to them.  “If you can’t remember what he said, maybe you should let him 

use it one more time.”  

 

 The fact of the matter is that good sermons require good preparation.  Preachers 

have to prepare.  They have to read.  They have to study.  They have to pray.  And 

they have to write.  But, listeners have to prepare too.  They have to clear their minds.  

They have to settle their hearts.  They have to open their ears.  And they have to be 

ready to listen.  This is the job of John the Baptist.  He is the one charged with getting 

the people ready.  He is the one who is opening the ears of the people.  He is the one 

who is changing their hearts, so they can receive the good news of Jesus.  To help 

them prepare, he preaches “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”  

Now, “to repent” means literally “to change one’s mind, to turn oneself around, to go 

in a new direction.”  I’ve always liked Luke’s version of this story.  He includes some 

practical advice.  The crowds want to know.  If they are going to “repent,” then, “what 

should [they] do?”  John’s answer is simple.  Share what you have.  If you have more 

than you need, then share it with someone who needs it.  If you have two coats, give 

one to someone who has none.  If you have extra food, share it with someone who’s 
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hungry.  It’s that simple.  It will change your life.  It will set you off on a new direction.  

Even tax collectors wanted to know, those hated members of society.  John’s answer, 

“Be fair.  Collect no more than what is required by the law.”  And soldiers, well, glad 

you asked, “Don’t abuse your power.  Don’t use your position to take what doesn’t 

belong to you, but be satisfied with your wages.”   

 

 So, this is it.  Be prepared.  The one who is coming is about to burst upon the 

scene.  You’ve heard the story of his birth.  Now, get ready, you’re about to hear the 

story of his ministry.  And, if it’s going to have a real effect on your lives, if you’re going 

to hear the good news, and if you’re going to commit to following the savior, then you 

better be ready.  Here’s where you can start.  Repent.  Turn your life around.  Change 

your attitude.  Or, assuming that you’ve already been doing these things, because 

you’ve heard this story before; then, make sure that you’re going in the right direction.  

Just check it out.  “Do you share?  Are you generous with what you have?  Are you 

also making sure that others have what they need?”  If so, that’s great!  “Are you fair?  

Do you expect no more than you deserve?  Are you willing to accept what you are 

given without trying to cheat others out of what they have?”  Then good, you’re getting 

there!  “Do you care?  Are you willing to be kind and compassionate in the way that 

you conduct yourself?  Will you be satisfied with whatever legitimately belongs to you, 

so that you don’t use your position trample the rights of others?”  Then you’ve got it!  

You’re ready!  “Share.  Be fair.  Show you care.”  I could probably preach that for the 

next three Sundays!  Don’t worry, I won’t.  I don’t want you calling the synod office.  But 

I would hope that after a month, you would at least be able to remember what I said.   

 

 Now, here’s the thing.  This is just the beginning.  These are only the preliminaries.  

This is all preparation.  The good stuff is still to come.  John is here to get us ready.  

Jesus is coming to bring us the good news.  We’ll be focused on him from now until 

after Easter.  Getting ready will help us to hear what he has to say.  In his conversation 

with the crowd, John points us ahead to the one who is coming.  “I baptize you with 

water,” he says, “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and [with] fire.”  There is a 

difference.  John is the prelude.  Jesus will be the full production.  John lays the 

groundwork.  Jesus will do all the heavy lifting.  John gives us a first taste.  Jesus will 

bring us the full meal.  John gets us started.  Jesus will provide the big finish.  Here’s the 

transition.  “When all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 

baptized, and was praying, the heaven was opened.”  You see, there’s something 

new.  Heaven is now open.  God comes onto the scene.  The Spirit is unleashed.  It 

descends upon Jesus in the body of a dove.  And a voice speaks from heaven, not to 

John and the crowds, but directly to Jesus, so that there can be no mistake.  “You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  If there was any doubt.  That is now 
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gone.  Even Jesus, who may have had more reason than anyone else to wonder 

whether he was really the one, can make no mistake.  All the signs now point to him.  

He is the one.  He will bring the greater message.  He will do the greater works.  He will 

be the one who is the Savior.  He now has the Spirit of God within and upon him.  And 

the voice of God has confirmed his identity.  He will do great things.  And that is the 

story that Luke is about to tell.  Stay tuned.  We will hear all about it in the weeks to 

come. 

 

           Amen. 


