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Jan. 15, 2017 – (Epiphany 2, Luk)  

Sermon Text – Luke 4:14-30 
 

- Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."  

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. 

They said, "Is not this Joseph's son?"  He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this 

proverb, "Doctor, cure yourself!”  And you will say, "Do here also in your hometown the 

things that we have heard you did at Capernaum."  And he said, "Truly I tell you, no pro-

phet is accepted in the prophet's hometown.  But the truth is…”  When they heard this, 

all in the synagogue were filled with rage.  They got up, drove him out of the town, and 

led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him 

off the cliff.  But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. - 
 

 The truth – it’s an amazing thing.  Sometimes it can be full of surprises.  Sometimes it 

can be hard to take.  Sometimes it can be the source of joy and happiness.  Some-

times it can bring nothing but sadness and grief.  Sometimes it can be the best news 

possible for anyone to hear.  And sometimes it can make people so angry that they 

are ready to kill the one who speaks it.  So, let’s take a look at the truth, at least as it’s 

portrayed in our gospel reading for this morning.   

 

 Jesus has returned from his baptism and a brief journey through the wilderness to 

his hometown of Nazareth.  On the Sabbath, he goes to the synagogue.  He is well 

known there.  He has been an active member all his life.  When it’s time for the reading 

of scripture, he is given the privilege of serving as lector for the day.  He reads from the 

prophet Isaiah, a passage which certainly seems to contain a reference to the events 

of last week’s reading:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me…”  “Yes,” we might say, “that 

is true.  We heard about it last week.  After Jesus was baptized, the Spirit descended 

upon him in the form of a dove.”  Then he goes on with what seems like a statement of 

his mission, “…he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 

proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the op-

pressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Those are the words of the 

prophet.  How can we quibble with that?  He’s just reading.  But then, as he sits down, 

he adds a bit of his own interpretation, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.”  Eugene Peterson, in his interpretation of scripture called “The Message,” 

says it like this, “You’ve just heard Scripture make history.  It came true…just now…in 

this place.”  So, this is the truth.  Jesus is God’s anointed.  Jesus has the Spirit upon him.  

Jesus is here to do all these things. 

 

 At first, the people are impressed.  “This is Joseph’s boy!” they say to one 

another.  “We’ve known him all his life!  Now he’s becoming a big deal, and such a 

good speaker!”  And they start to wonder what this would mean for their little town of 
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Nazareth.  “This is going to really put us on the map!” they might have said.  “This is 

going to be great for us!  And all the things he’s going to do…for us!  Just think, the 

year of the Lord’s favor!”  But, you know how it is with hometown celebrities.  Your 

people know you.  They remember when.  And so, some people started to wonder 

about this truth.  “Isn’t this Joseph’s boy?” they said to one another.  “How’d he get to 

be such a big deal?  Sure, he talks real nice, but where’d he get all this learning and 

wisdom?  You don’t get that stuff working in a carpenter’s shop!  And when is he going 

to start doing some miracles here…for us?”  It seems Jesus anticipated this response.  

“I suppose you’re going to quote the proverb about physicians healing themselves, 

meaning that you’ll want me to do for you what I did for the people over in Caper-

naum.  But, here’s the thing.  ‘No prophet is ever accepted in his hometown.’  And 

besides, that’s not the truth of how God works.  Here’s the truth.  Remember Elijah and 

Elisha?  They could have taken care of widows in Israel or healed the people with 

leprosy in their own neighbor hoods, but God sent one to a widow in foreign territory 

and brought a leper from the Syrian army to the other for healing.  You see, the fact is 

that God’s gifts aren’t only for you.  There for everyone, for the whole world.”   

 

 Well, that set the place into an uproar.  “What does he mean by telling us that 

he’s God’s anointed, but all that good stuff he’s bringing is for other people and not for 

us?  After all, if he’s got the keys to God’s treasure chest, then he better be sharing 

some of that treasure with us!  We’re his people.  We know him!”  But, here’s the truth.  

God is in charge, not us.  More than any other of the gospel writers, Luke is going to 

make that clear.  He’s an outsider.  He’s a gentile.  He’s a Greek.  His purpose is to 

spread the good news of Jesus to the world outside of Israel.  Here, at the beginning of 

Jesus’ ministry, God makes that clear as well.  Jesus is for everyone, not just for the 

Jews in his hometown of Nazareth.  When this truth begins to sink in, the people 

become angry.  They rise up against their hometown hero.  They cast him out of the 

synagogue and push him to the edge of a cliff outside of town.  They are ready to 

throw him off.  And they would have done it, except that that would not have served 

God’s purpose.  And remember, I said that God is in charge here.  This is only just the 

beginning of the story.  Jesus slips away from the crowd and goes on his way back to 

Capernaum and away from his hometown folk.  He is now ready to take on the whole 

world, unleashed from the place where he grew up, ready to proclaim release and 

freedom, sight and insight, God’s favor for all God’s people.  And that’s the truth! 

           Amen. 


