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Feb. 12, 2017 – (Epiphany 6, Luk)  

Sermon Text – Luke 7:18-35 
 

- John summoned two of his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask, "Are you the one 

who is to come, or are we to wait for another?"  When the men had come to him, they 

said, "John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, "Are you the one who is to come, or are 

we to wait for another?"…And he answered them, "Go and tell John what you have 

seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 

deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed 

is anyone who takes no offense at me." - 
 

You would think, that of all the people in the biblical story, John the Baptist would be 

the last to wonder and have doubts about Jesus’ identity.  You would think, that John, 

who was able to point out to his mother the presence of Jesus, even before he was 

born, would be certain by now that he had it right.  You would think, that John who 

began his preaching and baptizing with the proclamation that another greater one 

was coming after him, would be sure of that greater one’s identity.  But John is not 

certain.  John has his doubts.  John begins to wonder if he has gotten it right.  I suppose 

that is only natural.  After all, John is in prison.  John is incarcerated because he has 

taken a stand in regard to the unlawful deeds of king Herod.  That’s what happens 

when one confronts political authority, telling the truth about its wrongdoing.  You get a 

response.  Usually that response is negative.  They throw you in jail.  The forces of evil 

do not like their evilness to be exposed to the light of day.  They prefer them to be 

hidden, to go unnoticed, to be remain undetected.  John the Baptist spoils all that and 

he pays the price.  He goes to prison. 

 

 While he is there, he has plenty of time to think and to wonder.  Is this what God 

had in mind for him when God sent him out as the forerunner of God’s messiah?  

Maybe he made a mistake.  Maybe he got it wrong.  Maybe he had been in error.  

Maybe Jesus was not the messiah.  Maybe he should send someone to ask him.  So, 

that’s what he does.  He gathers a couple of his disciples and sends them off to Jesus 

with a question, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”  You 

see, if John has it right, if Jesus is the messiah, then maybe all this prison stuff is worth it.  

Maybe being locked away is all right because it’s part of God’s bigger plan.  Maybe 

risking life and limb (or in John’s case, eventually his head) is ok because it serves a 

greater purpose.  If John has been wrong, if Jesus is not the messiah, well then none of 

this is worthwhile.  It’s time for a midcourse correction.  It’s the point at which one 

would want to find a new candidate for the position.   
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 You can understand John’s doubts.  It’s all a matter of expectations.  If Jesus is 

the greater one, if he is coming with axe laid to the root of the trees to chop down all 

the opposition and clear a path for God’s kingdom, if he is coming with winnowing fork 

in hand to thresh out all the grain from the chaff, so that God’s rule might become a 

reality, then one might expect that things would be different.  Imprisonment would not 

be the result.  Evil would not remain in control.  Things would be different.  They are not.  

Expectations have not been fulfilled.  Change has not come to the nation of Israel.  No 

wonder John would want to know, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait 

for another?”  Jesus’ answer is instructive.  "Go and tell John what you have seen and 

heard:” he says to those whom John has sent, “The blind receive their sight, the lame 

walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, [and] the poor have 

good news brought to them.”  This may not be the overthrow of the Roman govern-

ment.  It may not be the end of king Herod’s evil ways.  It may not be the restoration of 

Israel’s greatness as a nation in the world.  But, it’s not bad.  “The blind see, the lame 

walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised and the poor have good 

news preached to them.”  That’s quite a list of accomplishments, not to mention that 

fishermen’s nets have been filled to bursting, Sabbath rules have been stretched to the 

point of breaking, tax collectors and sinners have been elevated to a new status, and 

storms will be calmed, multitudes will be fed, demons will be cast out and great truths 

will be proclaimed.  This is exactly what Jesus had laid out in the beginning to be his 

mission.  It’s what got him in trouble with his hometown people back in Nazareth.  The 

idea that he would do all these things for the benefit of others was just too much for 

them to bear.  But now, they are happening.  So, go and tell John.  That is what you 

see.  And that is what you hear.    

 

 And that seems to be the point of all this.  The kingdom of God, the coming of 

the messiah, the presence of God’s rule in the world may not conform to the expecta-

tions of those who are waiting for it to begin.  Even John the Baptist could have his 

doubts.  And we can too.  Because wouldn’t it be great if Jesus were a great problem-

solver who came with all the answers to life’s most troubling problems?  That would be 

wonderful!  Wouldn’t it be great if Jesus were a generous genie who could provide us 

with everything we need to enjoy life to the fullest without any effort at all on our part?  

That would be magnificent!  Wouldn’t it be great if Jesus were the kind of savior who 

could just put all the unrest and the uneasiness and the conflicts of this world at an 

end, so that we could all experience peace and happiness and satisfaction in our 

lives?  That would be fantastic!  But, Jesus doesn’t work that way, and neither did John.  

They weren’t about meeting or fulfilling peoples’ expectations.  That were about being 

true to their mission and their calling.  Jesus points it out in the contrast between himself 

and John.  “John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you 
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say, "He has a demon'; the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 

‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!'”  Neither one 

conforms to the expectations of the people.  They are who they are, as is the kingdom 

of God.  It is what it is.  And John, as great as he is, is the least in the kingdom of God, 

because John belongs to the former era.  This is a new day, a new time, a new age, 

and a new world.  This is the time of God’s messiah.  This is the time of Jesus Christ.  This 

is the time of the rule of God’s presence in the world.  This is the time when God’s love 

reaches into our present to lift up the lowly, to mend the broken and to revitalize the 

dead and dying.  So, be satisfied with what you see and you hear.  For those things 

bear witness.  And Jesus is the messiah. 

         Amen. 


