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Apr. 2, 2017 – (Lent 5, Luk) 

Sermon Text – Luke 18:31-19:10 

 

- A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich…When 

Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come 

down; for I must stay at your house today."  So he hurried down and was happy to wel-

come him…Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, half of my possessions, 

Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back 

four times as much."  Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, 

because he too is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save 

the lost." - 

 

Well, we made it through last week.  We got by all that talk about money.  And we 

survived the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus.  Whew!  I’m glad we have that behind 

us!    Then, along comes Zacchaeus, a rich tax collector who says, “Half my 

possessions…I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I pay 

back four times as much.”  Luke is relentless.  His focus on the issues of wealth and the 

needs of the poor is constant.  He keeps coming back to it again and again.  He will 

not give up.  More on that later.  For now, I want to pause for a moment and try to bring 

together the three seemingly disparate parts of today’s reading.  It’s all about the eyes.  

It’s all about seeing.  So, I want to ask you this question: “How is your vision this 

morning?”  Do you have some blind spots, where, no matter how hard you try to see 

what is going on, you just can’t make out what God is up to?  Or, is your vision perfect, 

despite the fact that no one expects you to be able to see a thing, so that you are 

putting your faith in God to do for you exactly what you need doing?  Or, is your vision 

blocked by some obstacle that you can’t seem to get around or something that clings 

to you in such a way that you can’t get rid of it or let go of it, so that you need to climb 

a tree and get a better perspective from which to view your life?  “How is your vision?”  

“Can you see?” 

 

 You would think that, of all the people mentioned in today’s reading, the disci-

ples would have been the ones to see most clearly.  They had Jesus right there with 

them.  They had listened to his teachings, witnessed his miracles, seen the things that 

he was able to do and observed the disputes he had with those in authority.  On 

occasion, they show flashes of insight.  When Jesus tells them that he is going to 

Jerusalem, Thomas, of all people, seems to understand where that journey will lead.  

He says, “Let’s go with him, so that we may all die.”  But, for the most part, they don’t 
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seem to understand.  Luke gives them an excuse.  He comments that everything Jesus 

was trying to explain was being hidden from them.  It wasn’t their fault that they didn’t 

get Jesus’ message.  They couldn’t help it.  It was being kept from their vision.  We can 

speculate, I suppose, as to why this was the case.  Maybe they weren’t ready for it.  

Maybe, they were being protected from the trouble that lay ahead.  Maybe they were 

just not really meant to be “in the loop.”  For whatever reason, that seems to be the 

way life works.  There are times, in all of our experience, when those who should see 

most clearly, have the hardest time making out what is happening all around them. 

 

 At the same time, there are people for whom we have no expectations.  We 

don’t think they can possibly see or understand what is happening around them, be-

cause they are blind.  And yet, there are moments when deep insight seems to be 

given to them, whether they can see or not.  Brenda and I have spent a lot of time over 

the years trying to be good grandparents.  That means we have watched a lot of 

elementary and junior high volleyball and basketball tournaments.  It seems to me 

that, at that level, there is a lot of disparity in understanding and ability between both 

teams and individuals.  Some are far advanced.  Others don’t seem to have a clue.  

All of them, hopefully, are getting better.  Grandparents really can’t do much to 

influence the outcome.  All we can do is watch and cheer, console and encourage.  

Sometimes, it all seems hopeless.  And then, once in a while, something happens, and 

the team that seemed over-matched and under-talented, suddenly seems to get it.  

They know how to run the play.  They make a good fast break.  They stop the other 

team from scoring.  They see what they are doing and they begin to make things 

happen.  That is exactly what the blind man does in today’s reading.  Maybe he was 

listening better than everyone else.  Maybe he was paying attention to the word about 

this new preacher who was passing through.   Maybe his blindness gave him the 

motivation necessary to reach out when no one else seemed to have a clue about 

what was happening.  “Son of David, have mercy on me!” he cries out.  The blind man 

sees Jesus as the Messiah.  He knows Jesus has power.  He understands that Jesus is 

the source of forgiveness. 

 

 And then, there is Zacchaeus, the “wee, little man,” that children love so much 

to sing about.  He is short on stature.  But it isn’t just his physical size that gives him 

problems.  He is also short on status.  He is a tax collector.  He is wealthy.  That means 

he is probably a cheat, ripping off the people with whom he does business for his own 

personal gain, while collecting funds from them on behalf of the hated foreign power 

that occupies their country.  He is, in plain language, a sinner.  And yet, he has the 

desire to see.  He is willing to do what it takes.  He climbs a tree.  He makes a 
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spectacle of himself.  He attracts Jesus’ attention.  And when Jesus tells him to come 

down and invites himself to dinner, Zacchaeus responds.  Our English translations don’t 

seem to do justice to Zacchaeus.  They put his promise into the future.  They have him 

saying, “Half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded 

anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”  But the Greek text of this 

story, leaves open the possibility that he was already doing these things.  They put 

Zacchaeus’ response in the present.  “Half of my possessions, Lord, I give to the poor 

(as is my habit), and if I have defrauded anybody of anything, I pay back four times as 

much.”  In fact, this may be the reason that Jesus’ wants to go to eat at Zacchaeus’ 

house!  In Jesus’ eyes, he is a sinner “with a heart of gold.”  He is already showing signs 

of repentance.  He is being the person God wants him to be, even if the rest of the 

world couldn’t see it.  So, my closing question for you is this: “In regard to your own, 

personal, vision test this morning, who would Jesus want to have dinner with if he were 

passing through town today?”  “Would he choose you?”  “Or would it be you?”  “Or 

might it be someone who is not here this morning?”  “Or maybe it would be someone 

who hasn’t been here for a long time?”  “Or maybe it would be someone who has 

never been here, in this building, but still embodies the essence of Jesus’ teaching, 

someone who ‘gets it’ and sees perfectly even though they seem to be blind?”  I think 

that Jesus would find them.  The real question is “Will you be able to see them too?”   

 

        Amen. 


