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Nov. 12, 2017 – (23rd Sunday after Pentecost, John) 

Sermon Text – Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24 
 

- Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so, the Lord, the God of hosts, will be 

with you, just as you have said.  Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the 

gate…Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your 

harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. - 

 

It’s been said about Amos: “If you like Amos, you probably don’t know Amos.”  I’ll add 

to that: “If you like Amos, you have probably never read Amos.”  “If you like Amos, 

you probably don’t know what Amos is talking about.”  Amos is a hard prophet.  He is 

harsh in his criticism and direct in his approach.  He is demanding in his disapproval 

and very clear about his condemnations.  He is, if I may add a bit of my own admira-

tion, a prophet’s prophet.  Amos tells it like it is.  He doesn’t sugarcoat his message or 

try to soften the impact of his words.  He lets fly with everything he’s got and doesn’t 

pretend that nothing will ever have to change.  Amos has high standards and he 

expects those standards to be met.  He sanctions no shortcomings and he accepts no 

excuses.  He simply tells the truth and lets the consequences fall where they may.  

Amos is so freed by his calling as a prophet, that he is able to speak clearly about 

what he sees without regard to his own personal safety or reputation. 

 

 Here is what we know about Amos.  He was a shepherd by trade and a grower 

of low quality figs.  He came from the region of Tekoa, south of Jerusalem, in about the 

middle of the 700s B.C.  He was the ultimate outsider, having come from the southern 

kingdom of Judah to proclaim his prophetic message to the people of the northern 

kingdom of Israel.  He lived at a time when the world was very much divided between 

the “haves” and the “have nots.”  Listen to this description of the situation taken from 

Amos’ own words.  “In the north, there was pride, plenty, and splendor in the land 

(6:13-14), elegance in the cities, and might in the palaces.  The rich had their summer 

and winter palaces adorned with costly ivory (3:15), gorgeous couches with [fancy] 

pillows (3:12), on which they reclined at their sumptuous feasts.  They planted vine-

yards and anointed themselves with precious oils (6:4-6; 5:11).  At the same time there 

was no justice in the land (3:10), the poor were afflicted, exploited, even sold into 

slavery (2:6-8; 5:11), and the judges were corrupt (5:12)."  Not only that, but the good, 

religious folk, who should have known better, did nothing about it.  Instead, they went 

along with what was happening in society and contributed in their own ways to the evil 

Amos saw happening. 
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 “What were those evils?” you’re wondering.  Economic hardship and abuse, 

sexual exploitation and harassment, human trafficking, manipulation of the system, 

drugs, poverty, personal neglect, political corruption, falsehood and fake news, and 

religious hypocrisy.  Sounds like Amos had a lot in common with us!  He certainly 

seems to have lived in modern times and have been confronted by modern problems!  

In the midst of all that, Amos proclaims God’s judgement.  “The Lord,” he says, “roars 

from Zion [like a lion], and utters his voice from Jerusalem; the pastures of the shep-

herds wither, and the top of Carmel dries up.”  In the semi-arid region of the Middle 

East, drought is a real possibility, and a ready symbol of God’s disfavor.  The people 

should listen up.  Disaster is looming.  This is a warning.  Pay attention.  Change your 

ways.  Or suffer the consequences.  And don’t expect that your religious practices are 

going to get you off the hook.  Rituals and sacrifices are not what the Lord wants.  

Praises and sweet singing do nothing if they are not accompanied by changes in how 

people live.  “Seek good and not evil,” Amos will say, “Hate evil and love good, and 

establish justice in the gate.” 

 

 That’s it.  Treat people fairly.  Stop taking advantage of those who are powerless.  

Quit selling out the poor for the sake of the wealthy.  Bring an end to the practice of 

oppressing the needy for the sake of protecting the reputation and the privilege of the 

rich and the famous.  In a day when such things are reported almost daily, in multiple 

forms and in many different ways, Amos says “You need to do something.”  “There is 

no longer any room for excuses.”  “Here’s what’s happening, now get up out of your 

chair-s and put an end to it.”  “You can make a change.”  “You have an obligation to 

make a change.”  “You are required to make a change.”  Go back to the beginning, 

if you will, to the call of Abraham and Sarah.  The people of God were called to be a 

blessing, but you are no longer a blessing.  In fact, you are adding to the oppression of 

the poor and the exploitation of the powerless.  So, stop it.  Be the people God expects 

you to be.  “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing 

stream.”   

 

 Justice and righteousness, that’s what God is all about.  Justice and righteous-

ness, like water in the middle of the desert.  Justice and righteousness, like the life-

giving presence of an ever-flowing stream.  “Justice and righteousness,” the two go 

together.  There is no grace in this.  This isn’t gospel.  This is prophecy, straight up.  It’s a 

hard word to hear.  But maybe we should listen for a bit, and see what we can do 

about it.  If we’re not willing to make the world a better place, then I have to ask, “Who 

is?”  Amos would tell us, it should probably be us. 

           Amen. 


