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Jan. 7, 2018 – (Baptism of Our Lord, John) 

Sermon Text – John 1:35-51 
 

- When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, "What are you looking 

for?"  They said to him, "Rabbi" (which translated means Teacher), "where are you 

staying?"  He said to them, "Come and see." … Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 

"We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 

son of Joseph from Nazareth."  Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?"  Philip said to him, "Come and see." - 

 

The woman had made a visit to her hairdresser.  It was time for her monthly visit to try 

to tame her unruly hair.  While the stylist worked her magic, the conversation turned to 

the subject of exercise.  The woman had been thinking about joining a class.  “I know 

just the one!” the stylist answered.  “It’s called A.M. Workout Warriors, but don’t let the 

title scare you.  It’s really just a bunch of women our age, who like to get themselves 

out and moving in the morning.  You’d fit right in.  And our instructor is wonderful!  She’s 

very patient and never pushes anyone beyond what they can do.  This would be a 

perfect time to join us.  We have a new session starting next Monday.”  “That does 

sound good,” the woman replied.  “Maybe, I’ll give it a try.”  “Ok,” the hairdresser 

responded, “You’ll love it!  Come and see!”   

 

 Speaking of hairdressers, have you ever had to search for one of those?  Or a 

new barber, or a dentist, or a doctor, or an auto mechanic, or an electrician or a 

plumber?  It’s not always easy.  But, what do you do?  You ask around.  You talk to 

people.  You inquire about their experience with providers in the neighborhood.  I’ve 

got one of those perfect hair stylists.  Listens to what I want.  Doesn’t try to push new 

ideas.  Engages in an appropriate amount of conversation.  Let’s me nap while she 

cuts, if that’s what I want to do (and that is what I want to do when I’m getting my hair 

cut).  If you’re looking for someone like that, let me know, I can give you a 

recommendation.  “You’ll love her!” I’ll tell you.  “Come and see!” 

 

 Or maybe you’re looking for a pizza place.  I know of a new one in Willmar.  

They’re the only ones around who serve genuine, neapolitan style pizza.  They’ll cook 

your made-to-order pizza in just 2 minutes in their over that’s heated to 1000 degrees.  

I think we can give them some free advertising.  After all, we all know the owners.  

Don’t believe me?  “Come and see!”  Or maybe you’re looking for a new winter 

vacation spot.  It’s been cold for a while now, and you’re looking to warm up a bit.  

Where are you going to go?  Or what if you need more snow than we have?  How are 

you going to find a place to go on short notice for some wild snowmobiling or great 

downhill skiing?  Where might that be?  Well, if you want to find out, ask somebody.  
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Surely, they’ve heard about it or they’ve been there so that they can give you a heads 

up on just the perfect place.  “You should try this place, or that one.  You’ll love it!  

Come and see!” 

 

 That’s how we do it!  We ask.  We tell.  We engage in conversation.  We offer our 

opinions.  We give our recommendations.  We find out about stuff.  So, why don’t we 

do that when it comes to our churches?  Maybe you do; and, if so, I apologize.  But on 

average, we don’t, not us Lutherans anyway.  I don’t remember the statistic off the top 

of my head, but I think it used to be said that most church members invite someone to 

come to their church once every 20 some years, or something like that.  For most of us, 

I’m guessing that it might be more like once in a lifetime!  We don’t think it’s polite.  We 

don’t want to be pushy.  We don’t wish to offend anyone to whom we might be talking.  

So, we don’t say anything, and we hope that they will find their way over to our place 

of worship on their own.  The problem is that most don’t.  They’re fine with going their 

own way and doing their own thing because, without the famous words of our text, 

which I’ve been trying to emphasize in this sermon, “Come and see!” they don’t think 

that there’s really anything worth their time or their trouble to come and see anyway. 

 

 So, if we are willing to invite people to “Come and see!” our favorite exercise 

class, our favorite hairdresser, our favorite pizza joint, or our favorite vacation spot, 

then why not our favorite congregation?  The disciples didn’t seem to have our 

problem.  They didn’t hesitate.  They didn’t restrain themselves.  They went out and 

found others and invited them to “Come and see!”  As soon as John the Baptist points 

them in the right direction, they respond.  We should notice that in John’s gospel, John 

the Baptist doesn’t do any baptizing.  Instead, he witnesses to Jesus.  He witnesses to 

his baptism.  He witnesses to the presence of the Holy Spirit in him.  And he witnesses to 

Jesus’ identity.  When Jesus walks by, John tells his disciples, “Look, here is the Lamb of 

God!”  As a result, the disciples begin to follow Jesus.  Note again, John’s telling of the 

story is different.  The first disciples are not faithless fishermen hard at work at their jobs.  

No, they are followers of John the Baptist.  They move from faith that points in one 

direction to faith that points in another.  When Jesus notices them following him, he 

asks, “What are you looking for?”  They say they want to know where he is staying, and 

he issues the first of those “Come and see!” invitations.  So, that’s how Jesus does it.  Do 

you suppose they got the idea from him?  Maybe we should too! 

 

 We don’t hear those words out of the mouth of Andrew in the story.  Yet, he goes 

and gets his brother, Peter, to come and follow Jesus.  We don’t hear the specific 

words, but it’s clear that Andrew has found something of great importance.  He is 

excited to share his discovery.  “We have found the Messiah!” he blurts out in his report 
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to Peter, and Peter responds by coming to see.  Philip, on the other hand, is the 

champion of invitations.  After he is invited to follow Jesus, he goes to get Nathaniel, a 

sceptic at best.  “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 

prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth!” he reports.  Nathaniel is not so 

easily persuaded.  “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” he wants to know.  

“Come and see!” says Philip.  Here is the proof.  We have found it.  You will have it too.  

Jesus is the one.  “Come and see!” for yourself.  That’s all you need to do.   

 

 So, here is my question: “Could you do that?”  “Would you do that?”  Think about 

it for a moment.  What is your favorite thing about life this congregation?  What have 

you found here that excites you?  I hope that there is something and that it has 

something to do with Jesus.  And second, would you be willing to invite someone you 

know to “Come and see!” and share this thing in our congregation that you enjoy?  

Not in a pushy way, but as an invitation.  And maybe not for Sunday morning worship, 

if that seems like too much, but for a special event like the one the Worship and Music 

Committee is planning for February 18th!  Maybe for that: “Come and see!”  That’s the 

way we build community.  That’s how our congregation will grow.  It was important for 

gathering the first disciples, and it is important for us today.  We’re part of the 

adventure.  If you can’t do it this week, then maybe next week.  This theme is going to 

come back to us again and again as Jesus invites people into relationship with him 

throughout John’s gospel; and then they go and invite others.  “Come and see!” they 

will say.  “There is something here for us to be excited about.  His name is Jesus.  He’s 

the Lamb of God!” 

 

          Amen. 


